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6 Israelis killed in suicide attack 

■ BEIRUT (R) ■ — A suicide driver rammed an explosive -laden 
'track at an Israeli position in -South Lebanon Friday, destroying 
two tanks and killing six soldiers, Beirut. Radio reported. The 
radio said “national resistance fighters" carried out the operation 
near Deir Qanoun An Nahr, a village 10 kilometres east of the 
southern Lebanese port of Tyre. It was impossible to confirm the 
report with the Israeli military spokesman in southern Lebanon as 
communications with the south have been cut. Attacks on the 
.Israelis, who have occupied South Lebanon since they invaded in 
June 1982, have increased lately following calls from leaders of 
the Sbfhe Muslims, the dominant group. In the south, to drive 
them out. 
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Algerian minister arrives in Jordan 

AMMAN (J.T.) — Algeria’s minister of social protection and 
member of the executive committee of the National Liberation 
Front Party. Mrs. Zuhour Wanisi arrived in Amman on an official 
visit to Jordan. In a statement to the Jordanian News Agency. 
Petra. Mrs. Wanisi said she was carrying a written message to His 
Majesty King Hussein from Algerian President Chadli Benjedid. 
The message, she said, deals with the brotherly relations between 
Jordan and Algeria and the co-operation between the two cou- 
ntries in the interests of the two sister nations and the supreme 
interest of the Arab Nation. Mrs. Wanisi added that she was also 
carrying a message from the Algerian government to the Joint 
Jordanian-Palestinian Committee for the Support of the Ste- 
adfastness of the People in the Occupied Territories. Receiving 
her at ihe airport was Minister of Social Development Abdul 
Salam Kana'an and Algerian Ambassador to Jordan Ahmad 
Laidi, 
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2 Israeli soldiers 
wounded in Lebanon 


TEL AVIV (AP) — Two Israeli 
soldiers were wounded Friday 
when light arms fire and rocket- 
propelled grenades were directed 
at their patrol in South Lebanon, 
the military command said. The 
command said the soldiers were 
ambushed . near the village of 
Doueir, 10 kilometres northwest 
of the market town Nabatiyeh. On 
Wednesday, an Israeli soldier and 
five Lebanese civilians were inj- 
ured when two hand grenades 
were burled at them in the Nab- 
atiyeh marketplace. 


Weinberger against 
return of Iran’s plane 

WASHINGTON (R) — Defence 
Secretary Caspar Weinberger is 
■opposed to returning to Iran the 
second of two Boeings siezed in 
the United States in 197!j! after 
U.S. hostages were taken in 
Tehran, administration officials 
said Friday. The planes, both Boe- 
ing 707s, were in the United States 
to be fitted with advance tec- 
hnology when the hostage crisis 
occurred. The first plane, stripped 
of this equipment, was returned to 
Iran last month. 

Arab fund not to 
help Turkish project 

KUWAIT (AP) — A high- 
ranking official of the Kuwait- 
based Arab Economic Dev- 
elopment Fund was quoted Friday 
as affirming that no loan would be 
granted to Turkey to finance the 
Atarurk dam until prior agr- 
eement was secured .by Ankara.- 
with neighbouringSyrm and Iraq. 
Syria was reported to have asked 
rile funds not to finance the sch- 
eme since the waters of the Eup- 
hrates were used to irrigate large 
tracts of land in Syria and Iraq, 
and no agreement had yet been 
reached with Turkey on the sha- 
ring of the waters. 

Mitterrand to visit 
Moscow this year 

MOSCOW (R) — The Soviet 
Union announced Friday that 
French President Francois Mit- 
terrand will visit Moscow later this 
year for talks with President Kon- 
stantin Chernenko. Deputy For- 
eign Minister Georgy Kornienko 
told a press conference there were 
firm plans for the meeting. He said 
a date would be announced later. ■ 
Mr. Mitterrand has already ind- 
icated he intends to visit the Soviet 
Union before the end of the year 
but Mr. Kornienko’s ann- 
ouncement was the first mention 
of the visit from Moscow. 


Ir anian rebels use 
‘publicity bombs’ 

PARIS (R) — The Iranian opp- 
osition Mujahedeen-e-Khalq 
group said Friday it was using 
“publicity bombs” to disperse lea- 
flets calling for a boycott of ele- 
ctions to the Iranian parliament on 
Sunday. The Paris-based group 
said in a statement that more than 
30 of the devices had gone off in 
Tehran and other Iranian cities 
this week, dispersing leaflets on 
the streets. It did not explain what 
kind of device was involved. 
Iranians vote Sunday, page 2 
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Palestinian commandos 
strike again in Israel 


By a Jordan Times Staff Writer 
with agency dispatches 

AMMAN — The Palestinian resistance mov- 
ement staged yet another daring operation 
Inside Israel in which four commandos hij- 
acked a bus and held its 35 passengers hos- 
tage for over 10 hours overnight Thursday 
before going down in a hail of fire by Israeli 
assault troops early Friday. 
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An Israeli woman soldier was 
also killed and seven others inj- 
ured when Isaeli troops stormed 
the bus at a roadside olive grove 
near the desert town of Raf ah near 
the Egyptian border. 

The operation began Thursday 
night when the commandos boa- 
rded the bus. on a regular run bet- 
ween Tel Aviv and the Med- 
iterranean town of Ashkelon, and 
threatened the driver with a han- 
dgrenade and forced him to drive 
towards the Egyptian frontier. 

Some reports said the driver 
managed to escape from the bus 
and sounded the alarm, while one 
of the commandos took over the 
wheel and drove it towards the 
border. 

Israeli vehicles chased the bus 
for over 40 kilometres as it headed 
for the frontier through the Gaza 
Strip before bringing it to a halt 
after its tyres were shot out by 
macMnegun fire. 

The bus was immobilised near 
. Dir Ai Balah. a Palestinian ref- 
ugee camp along the . Med- 
iterranean' coast 17 'kilometres 
north of the Egyptian border. 


Fateh 
Central 
Committee 
to meet 


Sunday 


By Lamis K. Andoni 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The Central Com- 
mittee of Fateh, the mainstream 
commando faction of the Pal- 
estine Liberation Organisation 
(PLO), will meet in Tunis Sunday 
to fix the date for a reconciliation 
meeting between Fateh and four 
other Palestinian factious, PLO 
officials said here Friday. 

The officials told the Jordan 
Times that the Fateh Central 
Committee will also study a“ wor- 
king paper” submitted by the four 
left-wing Palestinian org- 
anisations two weeks ago. 

The Fateh Central Committee 
meeting comes in response to 
South Yemeni efforts to arrange a 
reconciliation meeting between 
the Palestinian factions to resolve 
the differences and pave the way 
for a meeting of the Palestine Nat- 
ional Council (PNC), the highest 
legislative body in the PLO. 

The reconciliation meeting, 
which is expected in the coating 1 0 
days, will be attended by a Fateh 
Central Committee delegation 
headed by Mr. Salah KhaJaf and 
leaders of the Syrian-based Dem- 
ocratic Front for the Liberation of 
Palestine (DFLP) and the Popular 
Front for the Liberation of Pal- 
estine (P-FLP) The two org- 
anisations have suggested April 
20 for the meeting but are waiting 
for Fateh’s response. 

Meanwhile, Fateh officials in 
Amman told the Jordan Times 
that the' movement favours the 
meeting to take place between 
April 16 and 18. The officials, 
however, did not give any reasons 
for choosing an early date. 

The officials said that Fateh has 
not given up fts decision to call for 
a Palestinian- popular conference, 
if the reconciliation efforts foiled, 
to elect substitute PNC members 
instead of representatives of the 
other frictions. 

Reports from Egypt Thursday : 
said that Fateh officials there have 
started preparations for the sug- 
gested conference. - 

These reports, however, do not 
seem to affect.the decision of the 
PFLP and DFLP to attend the 
meeting. 


Israeli security forces sur- > 
rounded the single-decker bus 
and, according to various news 
agency reports, stalled for time by 
entering into negotiations with-the 
commandos. It was not clear how 
the negotiations were conducted. 

Military roadblocks were set up 
throughout the Gaza Strip, whose 
400,000 Palestinian residents are 
mostly supporters of the Palestine 
Liberation Organisation (PLO). 

The bus was stopped in the grass 
on the right hand side of the four- 
lane highway in open country near 
the Dir Al Balah camp and was 
-illuminated by a single spotlight, 
according to the Associated Press 
(AP). 

At one point, a man with a fla- 
shlight believed to be a hijacker 
could be seen walking down the 
aisle of the bus. 

Even though Israeli Defence 
Minister Moshe Arens and Chief 
of Staff Moshe Levy had come to 
the scene, talks with the corner 
m and os failed to reach agreement 
and by 3:30 a.m. word circulated 
in the crowd of police, soldiers, 
medics and reporters that the bus 


would be stormed, the AP said. 

Security officials said the com- 
mandos allowed one passenger, a 
pregnant woman, to leave the bus. 

Israelis were kept in the dark 
about the hijacking. No word of h 
was carried on local radio and tel- 
evision stations Thursday. 

Censors checked eveiy word 
filed by foreign agencies, cutting 
out key details and descriptions of 
the operation. 

About 4:45 a.m. (0245 GMT), 
Israeli soldiers charged from bus- 
hes at the side of the road towards 
the bus, scaling its sides to get in 
through the windows and forcing 
open the front door. 

After the crackle of rifle fire, 
hostages streamed out of the red- 
and- white egged bus and seven 
wounded passengers were carried 
to stretchers. 

The bodies of three dead com- 
mandos were covered with Israeli 
army blankets and driven away in 
the back of a pick-up truck. It was 
not clear what had happened to 
the fourth commando on the bus. 

One passenger said three com- 
mandos told him their ages — 16, 
19 and 20. “They behaved very 
nicely, that 1 must say,” he told 
state radio. 

Nine of the 35 passengers esc- 
aped from the bus through a win- 
dow before the Israeli soldiers, 
hiding behind rocks in the area, 
stormed it, passengers and other 
witnesses quoted by the_AP said. 

In Damascus, the Popular Front 
for the Liberation of Palestine 
(PFLP) claimed responsibility for 
tiie operation and said the action 
was part of a plap to step up the 
fight against Israel. 


Egypt warns Israel of 
more Palestinian action 


GENEVA (R) — Egyptian Min- 
ister of State for Foreign Affairs 
Boutros Ghali warned Israel Fri- 
day that resistance activities 
would increase in the region if 
conditions for Palestinians in the 
occupied West Bank and Gaza. 
Strip were not improved. 

. Such an improvement was also a 
precondition for better Israeli- 
Egyptian relations and a con- 
tinuation of the Camp David pro- 
cess, he told a news conference 
here. 

“It will be very difficult to res- 
tart the peace process without an 
amelioration of conditions on the 
West Bank and Gaza.- if there is 
no improvement it will encourage 
rejectionism, radicalism and ter- 
rorism in the region,” be said. 

“Our object is to encourage 
conciliation and strengthen the 
position of the moderates, but this 
can be achieved only if we can 
offer the Palestinians a better qua- 
lity of life, give them the freedom 
to hold political meetings and give 
them the possibility of their own 
economic activity, banks and 
companies.” 

The minister said: “If the des- 


tructive policy of diminishing all 
Palestinian reality on the West 
Bank and Gaza is continued, there 
will be more terrorism and des- 
tabilisation in the region.” 

Mr. Ghali, who was in Geneva 
to attend a United Nations High 
Commissioner for Refugees 
(UNHCR) meeting, characterised 
relations between Israel and 
Egypt as “cool but not glacial." 
He said there was the political will 
on both sides to find ways “ to turn 
a cold peace into a warm peace.” 

Pre-requisites for better rel- 
ations were an improvement in 
conditions in the occupied ter- 
ritories, which he said had wor- 
sened since the Egyptian- Israeli 
accords were signed, a withdrawal 
of Israeli troops from Lebanon 
&nd a return to Egypt of the small 
territory of Tabah on the Egypt- 
Israel Red Sea border. 

He said the tiny area had sym- 
bolic value and should have been 
returned to Egypt under the terms 
of the 1978 Camp David agr- 
eement. 

An Israeli company has built a 
hotel in Tabah. 


Challenger returns after 
successful repair mission 


EDWARDS AIR FORCE 
BASE. California (R) —The Uni- 
ted States space shuttle Cha- 
llenger, diverted from a landing in 
Florida by bad weather, touched 
down here Friday after com- 
pleting the first satellite rescue in 
history. 

Challenger, carrying a crew of 
five, landed at Edwards Air Force 
Base in the Mojave Desert at 5:38 
a.m. (1338 GMT) at the end of a 
seven-day mission during which it 
retrieved, repaired and red- 
eployed a solar observatory sat- 
ellite. 

Challenger was to have landed 
at the Kennedy Space Centre in 
Florida but heavy doud cover for- 
ced it to come into this con- 
tingency landing site. 

It was the second time in three 
tries that a shuttle has been pre- 
vented from landing in Florida by 
bad weather. 

Heavy clouds hung over Ken- 
nedy at dawn, and mission officials 

told Challenger to remain aloft for 
another orbit to see if the weather 
would clear. 

But clouds continued to build 
over the seaside spaceport and off- 


icials ordered Challenger to head 
for sunny California. 

The landing diversion was the 
first real setback of the mission, 
which accomplished the first ret- 
rieval and repair of a satellite. 

Although they had trouble in 
getting hold of the orbiting solar 
observatory, the crew did manage 
to catch it and two of them rep- 
laced two major electronic com- 
ponents which had .failed after it 
was launched in 1980. 

The satellite, called Solar Max, 
was put back into Earth oibit 
where it will spend the next two 
years completing its mission — 
Observing sun spots and solar fla- 
res with seven sophisticated ins- 
truments. 

The success of the part of the 
missi on opened up a new era of 
space exploitation, proving that 
satellites can be serviced in space, 
greatly extending their useful lif- 
etimes. 

The National Aeronautics and 
Space Administration (NASA) 
says new generation satellites can I 
now be built for longer life and at 
less expense because they can be 
repaired and maintained in orbit | 


PFLP spokesman Bassam Abu 
Sharif said here the bus was hij- 
acked so as to exchange Israeli 
hostages for Palestinians held in 
Israeli jails. 

Mr. Abu Sharif told a press con- 
ference that the whole operation 
was “in response to our rev- 
olutionary decision to escalate 
armed struggle against the Zionist 
enemy and its forces." 

A senior PFLP official told 
Reuters the commandos had con- 
trol of the bus within minutesof its 
leaving Tel Aviv central bus sta- 
tion. He said it was driven by one 
of the hijackers through three bar- 
ricades set up by the Israelis bef- 
ore running into a road block of 
tanks and armoured vehicles. 

“The hijackers were then obi- ' 
iged to defend themselves by using 
hand grenades, inflicting several 
losses among Israeli soldiers,” the 
official said. 

in a little over four months, a 
total of seven people have been 
killed and 120 wounded in four' 
separate attacks mounted inside 
IsraeL In each case, a PLO faction 
claimed responsibility. 

Thursday 1 s hijacking came only 
10 days after a gun and grenade 
attack in central Jerusalem in 
which 50 people were wounded 
and recalled a Palestinian com- 
mando bus attack in 1 978 when 37 
Israelis were killed. 

Since the April 2 Jerusalem att- 
ack, there has been speculation 
abroad that Israel may launch a 
revenge operation. Beirut reports 
have spoken of Syria and Israel 
building up forces in east Leb- 
anon’s Bekaa Valley. 


Iraqi jets 
continue 
raids on 
Iranian 
positions 

BAGHDAD (AP) — Iraqi jet- 
fighters, helicopter gunships and 
combat units Friday attacked Ira- 
nian positions and troop con- 
centrations across the central and 
southern sectors of the country’s 
eastern border killing 25 Iranian 
soldiers and scoring direct hits, a 
war communique issued said. 

The communique, released by 
the general command of the Iraqi 
Armed Forces, said Iraqi jet- 
fighters launched 147 raids thr- 
oughout the day against Iranian 
positions in the southern sector of 
the 1,1 80 -kilometre frontline 
separating the two warring states 
and returned safely to base. 

Iraqi helicopter gunships, the 
communique said, attacked Ira- 
nian positions and troop con- 
centrations in the 1 ,200- 
square -kilo metre Huwaizah mar- 
shes . 

Meanwhile, Iraq called on the 
10-state European Community to 
deter any possible Israeli attack on 
undisclosed Iraqi scientific and 
economic sites. 

The call was made by Iraqi For- 
eign Minister Tareq Aziz in a mes- 
sage to French Foreign Minister 
Claude Cbeysson who is head of 
the EC Council of Ministers. 



His Majesty King Hussein bids farewell to Iraqi President Saddam Hussein at the end of his visit to 
Baghdad Thursday (Petra photo) 

King returns after extensive 
discussions with Iraqi leader 


AMMAN (J.T.) — His Majesty 
King Hussein returned home Thu- 
rsday at the end of a two-day visit 
to Iraq where he held talks with 
Iraqi President Saddam Hussein. 
The talks dealt with the dangers 
inherent in the continued Iranian 
aggression on Iraq, and Arab and' 
international affairs, according to 
the Jordanian News Agency. 
Petra. 

During a three-hour session in 
Baghdad, the Iraqi president bri- 
efed King Hussein on the latest 
developments in the 43- 
month-old Iran-Iraq war. str- 
essing that Iraq was quite capable 
of repelling and defeating any Ira- 
nian incursion, Petra said. 

King Hussein expressed his as 
well as the Jordanian people's 


pride in the heroic stand of the 
Iraqi people and armed forces in 
the face of the Iranian aggression, 
the agency said. 

The Iraqi people's fortitude and 
steadfastness should be an exa- 
mple to be followed by all Arabs. 
King Hussein said. 

At the Baghdad meeting, the 
two leaders reviewed Arab affairs 
and international as well as reg- 
ional developments and co- 
operation between Jordan and 
Iraq in all fields. The views of both 
sides were identical. Petra added. 

The talks were attended by sen- 
ior aides on both sides. 

Before leaving Baghdad. King 
Hussein, accompanied by the 
Iraqi president, toured a number 
of districts in Baghdad and ins- 


pected development projects. 
They also visited a number of sch- 
ools and were met by cheering 
students. 

Prime Minister Ahmad ‘Obe- 
idat, who accompanied the King 
on the visit, met separately with 
Iraqi First Deputy Prime Minister 
Taha Yassin Ramadan to discuss 
scopes of economic and trade 
co-operation between Jordan and 
Iraq. Both agreed on holding an 
expanded meeting in Baghdad on 
April 20 to discuss details of trade 
and economic co-operation. 

Returning with the King Thu- 
rsday were Mr. "Obeidat. Chief of 
the Royal Court Marwan Al 
Qasera. Court Minister Adnan 
Abu Odeh. and Chief Cha- 
mberlain Prince Ru'd lbn Zaid. 


Pessimism prevails as Lebanon 
marks nine years of civil strife 


BEIRUT (Agencies) — Lebanon 
marked the ninth anniversary of 
the stan of its civil war in a mood 
of pessimism Friday as President 
Amin Gemayel met one of his 
main opponents to try to narrow 
the gulf between the country’s 
warring factions. 

“There is nothing on the hor- 
izon except clouds and blood,” 
one newspaper said in a typically 
gloomy editorial on the prospects 
for ending the war which has so far 
cost over 100,000 lives. 

Throughout the day and ove- 
rnight sporadic clashes were rep- 
orted along the so-called “green 
line'’ dividing mainly Muslim west 
Beirut from the predominantly 
Christian east. Local radio sta- 
tions said some shells fell in res- 
idential areas away from the fro- 
ntline, killing one man. 

Mr. Gemayel went to Syrian- 
controlled northern Lebanon fora 
two-hour meeting with ex- 
President Suleiman Franjieh. a 
close ally of Syrian President 
Hafez Al Assad. 

Mr. Franjieh had been a mem-, 
ber of the mainly Muslim “Nat- 
ional Salvation Front” opposed to 
Mr. GemayeL But be appeared to 
break with his allies when he blo- 
cked a reform plan proposed at 
last month ' 5 reconciliation con- 
ference in Switzerland. 

Since then rival Lebanese gro- 
ups have failed to make further 
political progress and a ceasefire 


agreed to during the conference at 
the Swiss city of Lausanne has 
done little to reduce the violence. 

A higher security committee 
was set up at Lausanne to organise 
the disengagement of loyalist 
Lebanese army units and the mai- 
nly Christian “Lebanese Forces'* 
militia from their mostly Muslim 
rivals. 

The committee, grouping senior 
officials from all sides, approved a 
plan last weekend, but its imp- 
lementation awaits the formation 
of a 1 10-strong force of observers 
to monitor the ceasefire. 

A 2,000-strong buffer force of 
Lebanese police, another element 
in the plan, is now ready, state-run 
Beirut Radio said. 

A subcommittee said in a sta- 
tement after a meeting Friday that 
it had approved a timetable and a 
detailed programme for the dis- 
engagement of forces along the 
1 5 -kilometre front from Beirut 
port to hills southeast of the cap- 
ital. 

But it said the observer corps 
was still undermanned and called 
on army and police reservists to 
report for duty. 

Local newspapers say that a 
.hoped-for summit between Mr. 
Gemayel and Mr. Assad is con- 
ditional on a disengagement and 
the establishment of a firm cea- 
sefire. 

The Associated Press quoted 
administration sources as saying 


Mr. Gemayel plsn* to cam- on i:is 
consultations by further meetings 
with former presidents, ex-prime 
ministers and finally parliament 
bloc leaders within the next two 
days. 

"The purpose of the con- 
sultations is to reach a consensus 
on the main guidelines of a reform 
programme and the suitable prime 
minister who will be designed to 
carry out the reforms,” one source 
said. He declined to be named in 
keeping with government reg- 
ulations. 

Current Prime Minister Shafiq 
Al Wazzan s nine-man cabinet of 
technocrats resigned Feb. 5 to 
make way for a coalition gov- 
ernment. It was reinstated about a 
month later for the sole purpose of 
scrapping Lebanon's troop wit- 
hdrawal pact with Israel. 

One other reason behind Mr. 
Gemayer s decision to launch the 
new effort to replace Mr. Waz- 
zan' s cabinet, the source said, was 
the failure to get a ceasefire firmly 
in place despite the week-old agr- 
eement among warring factions. 

Police said one person was kil- 
led and nine others were wounded 
in overnight and midday battles by 
mortars. Rocket-propelled gre- 
nades end heavy machine guns 
across the "green line." in the sou- 
thern suburbs and mouniarntop 
town of Souq Al Gharb. 

Lebanon steps up efforts for Israeli 
withdrawal, page 2 


U.S.-backed Nicaraguan rebels attack northern port 


MANAGUA (R) -- Nicaraguan 
troops were holding off a three- 
day-old rebel attack against the 
Atlantic port of San Juan del 
Norte and bad inflicted heavy cas- 
ualties on the insurgents, a mil- 
itary spokesman said Friday. 

He dismissed insurgent claims 
that the southern port, a few kil- 
ometres from the border with 
Costa Rica, had been captured, 

Nicaragua is fighting rebel for- 
ces on two fronts and military lea- 
ders announced Thursday that an 
8,000-strong U.S.-backed force 
invaded its northern provinces 
from Honduras last month. 

They described the invasion by 
the Nicaraguan Democratic Force 
(FDN) as the biggest offensive by 
the insurgents to topple the cou- 
ntry's leftist Sandinist gov- 
ernment- 


interior Minister Tomas Borge 
said Thursday night there was fig- 
hting in four provinces, Jonotega, 
Nueva Segovia, Zelaya None and 
Zelaya Sur. But there was no inf- 
ormation on the situation there 
Friday. 

The Costa Rican based Rev- 
olutionary Democratic Alliance 
(ARDE) said Thursday that 450 
of its men backed by anti-aircraft 
missiles were about to take San 
Juan del Norte and would use it as 
a supply base for further attacks 
against Nicaragua. 

In Tegucigalpa, the Honduran 
capital, Frank Arana, a FDN spo- 
kesman, said the port had fallen 
adding: "We are very happy with 
this successful action.” 

The port would be the first town 
of any size to be controlled by the 
insurgents since they started their 


war against the Sandinists two 
years ago. 

Nicaragua's vice defence min- 
ister. Commandant Joaquin Cua- 
dra. said Thursday nighi he off- 
ensive was a desperate uuempt by 
the insurgents to show thai the 
funds they were receivingffom the 
United States were being put to 
good use. 

Congress has approved $24 mil- 
lion in covert aid to the Nic- 
araguan guerrillas and President 
Reagan is trying to obtain a fur- 
ther $21 million. 

The latest upsurge in the two- 
year-old war against Nicaragua's 
ruling Sandinist National Lib- 
eration Front came against the 
background of growing int- 
ernational controversy over the 
role of the U.S. Central Int- 


elligence Agency (VIA) in mining 
Nicaraguan pons t&e piqje 8). 

At leasL IU vessels, including 
ships from Japan, the Net- 
herlands, Panama, Liberia and the 
Soviet Union, have been damaged 
since eariy March by mines rep- 
orted to have been sown by agents 
of the CIA. which arms and fin- 
ances the insurgents. 

Internal Trade Minister Dio- 
nisio Marenco said Thursday the 
attempted blockade was having a 
devastating effect on the eco- 
nomy, already drained by U.S. 
military and economic pressure. 

Shortages of goods ranging from 
toothpaste to chicken have bec- 
ome part of daily life in Nicaragua. 

The government has con- 
sistently blamed the United States 
and the insurgents it backs. 
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Algeria, S. Yemen help 
in PLO search for unity 


PARIS (R) — Envoys of two Palestinian factions 
have arrived in Algiers amid continuing efforts by 
South Yemen and Algeria to restore unity within the 
Palestine Liberation Organisation (PLO), the Alg- 
erian News Agency (APS) reported Thursday. 


The two men, representing the 
Democratic and Popular Fronts 
for the Liberation of Palestine 
(DFLP and PFLP). arrived in Alg- 
iers Wednesday and will meet Pre- 
sident Chadli Benjedid, APS. 
monitored in Paris, said. 

They told APS their visit was 
aimed at preparing a summit mee- 
ting between Fateh leader and 
PLO chief Yasser Arafat. DFLP 
head Nayef Hawatmeh and PFLP 
chief George Habash. 

The three groups are the main 
components of the PLO whose 
executive committee is chaired by 
Mr. Araft. Mr. Hawatmeh and 
Mr. Habash remained neutral dur- 
ing the fighting between Arafat 
loyalists and Syrian-backed Fateh 
dissidents. 


Both criticised Mr. Arafat for 
meeting Egyptian President Hosni 
Mubarak in Cairo last December 
following his forced evacuation 
from north Lebanon. 

The Arafat-Hawatmeb-Habasb 
talks would prepare a session in 
the Algerian capital of the Pal- 
estine National Council, the org- 
anisation's parliament-in-exile, 
which last met in Algiers in March 
1983. 

Rafaat Salah, a PFLP politburo 
member, told the APS a summit 
between the three was needed to. 
reach a consensus between all 
PLO organisations before con- 
voking a session of the parliament 
otherwise it could lead to a split 
within the PLO. 

He said “sincere effort^’ were 


underway, with Algerian and 
South Yemeni aid. “to restore 
PLO unity, preserve its nationalist 
political line and protect its ach- 
ievements." 

Mr. Benjedid Wednesday rec- 
eived a South Yemeni envoy and 
Palestinian sources in Beirut said 
Aden could act as a mediator in an 
Arafat-Hawatmeh-Habash mee- 
ting, possibly next week. 

Mr. Salah said recent contacts 
succeeded in drafting a text aimed 
at unifying Palestinian positions 
around a common vision of var- 
ious issues, “including Mr. Ara- 
fat’s visit to Egypt and the neg- 
ative impact it had on Palestinian 
national unity". 

The text has been forwarded to 
Fateh's Central Committee by the 
South Yemeni ruling Socialist 
Party, Mr. Salah said, adding that 
he hoped the dialogue with Fateh 
could lead to results allowing a 
meeting of the Palestine National 
Council. 


Lebanon steps up efforts for Israeli pullout 


BEIRUT (R) — As part of a 
stepped-up diplomatic offensive 
against the Israeli occupation of 
South Lebanon, the Lebanese 
government has decided to protest 
to the U.N. Security Council 
about Israel's latest measures iso- 
lating the region from the rest of 
_ the county. 

President Amin Gemayel and 
Foreign Minister Elie Salem also 
decided Wednesday night to back 
a recommendation by U.N. 
Secretary-General Javier Perez de 
Cuellar that the role of U.N. tro- 
ops in South Lebanon should eve- 
ntually be expanded to include 
helping the government regain 
control over the area. 

Mr. Salem said the diplomatic 
initiative was "an important tur- 
ning point in Lebanon's efforts to 
liberate the south and restore nat- 
ional sovereignty over the reg- 
ion.” 

In a related development Mr. 
Gemayel Thursday had a second 
meeting in 24 hours with U.S. 
Ambassador Reginald Bar- 
tholomew. Washington is Israel 
principal ally and Lebanese sou- 
rces said South Lebanon was dis- 
cussed at both meetings. 

Israel's almost total isolation of 


occupied South Lebanon for the 
past two weeks has caused alarm 
in Lebanon about its possible int- 
ention to annex Die region. 

(Israel has no intention of cut- 
ting South Lebanon off from the 
rest of the country permanently, a 
senior Israeli official said in occ- 
upied Jerusalem Thursday while 
briefing correspondents). 

Israeli troops have cut the last 
road link to South Lebanon for all 
but two days since March 29, all- 
owing through only a trickle of 
vehicles. Telephone and telex 
links are also cut. 

Truckers and travellers are for- 
ced to wait at the mountain cro- 
ssing for up to a week without she- 
lter. Israel says the measures are 
intended to stop guerrilla attacks 
on its troops but the effect on the 
south's economy has been harsh. 

The government's diplomatic 
offensive, which came during a 
relative lull in the fighting in Bei- 
rut Thursday, follows its abr- 
ogation last month of a U.S.- 
mediated accord with Israel on the 
withdrawal of Israeli troops. 

The May 1983 pact was rej- 
ected by Lebanese Muslims and 
Syria -because it envisaged a con- 
tinued Israeli security presence in 


the south and limited Lebanese 
security forces in the area. 

But the abrogation left Mr. 
Gemayel without leverage to ach- 
ieve an Israeli withdrawal and he 
has since been under pressure, 
particularly from Shfite militia 
leader Nabih Bern, to take new 
steps to liberate the largely 
Shfite-inhabited region. 

According to Wednesday 
night’s announcement, Mr. Gem- 
ayel and Mr. Salem decided Leb- 
anon should protest against Israeli 
measures in the south during a 
U.N. Security Council debate on 
renewing the mandate of the 
5.688-strong'U.N. Interim Force 
in Lebanon (UNIFIL). 

The latest six-month mandate 
of the 10-nation force, which has 
been deployed since 1978 near the 
Israeli border, expires next Thu- 
rsday and the debate on its ren- 
ewal is likely to be stormy. 

Israeli officials have said .UNI- 
FIL is ineffective in preventing 
cross-border raids by Lebanese- 
based commandos and it should 
be moved to protect the north of 
the Israeli-occupied zone which 
extends to the Awali River just 
above Sidon. 


Sharon makes comeback in political spotlight 


TEL AVIV (R) — Former Israeli 
Defence Minister Ariel Sharon 
has put himself back in the pol- 
itical spotlight by capturing a large 
share in a vote to determine who 
should lead the right in the coming 
early general elections. 

Prime Minister Yitzhak Shamir 
was. re-elected leader of the Herat 
(freedom) Party Thursday night, 
in line to remain prime minister if 
the party retains power in the July 
23 poll as dominant faction in the 
ruling Likud Bloc. 

But Mr. Sharon took 41 per 
cent of the central committee vote 
and Mr. Shamir is seen by many 
Herat members as obliged to 
grant Mr. Sharon a key ministerial 


post, possibly that of defence, if 
his party wins. 

Mr. Sharon insisted on cha- 
llenging Mr. Shamir to show what 
support he had within the right- 
wing Herat Party. He had been 
expected to take between 20 and 
30 per cent at most and ecstatic 
supporters hugged and shouted 
when the results were announced. 

The controversial burly ex- 
general, who is now minister wit- 
hout portfolio, was forced to res- 
ign as defence minister when a 
judicial inquiry found he was ind- 
irectly to blame for the 1 982 Bei- 
rut massacre of Palestinian ref- 
ugees by Lebanese Falangists. 


Mr. Sharon’s government col- 
leagues have tried to distance 
themselves from him as a result of 
the inquiry. He said he had to 
prove to them that the party still 
wanted him at the centre of the 
political scene. 

“This is a definite victory for 
Sharon,” said Eliahu Ben Elissar. 
chairman of parliament* s Security 
and Foreign Affairs Committee. 
“But it is hard to know what it will 
mean for his future role." 

Herat parliamentarian Akiva 
Nof said Mr. Sharon had cam- 
paigned tirelessly and it looked 
like he might now be able to insist 
on the defence portfolio. 


Egypt’s 
air defence 
protects 
Khartoum 

ATAKA MOUNTAINS, Egypt 
(R) —Egypt has established an air 
defence system to protect its close 
ally Sudan against hostile inc- 
ursions, Egyptian Defence Min- 
ister Field Marshal Abdul Halim 
Abu Ghazala said Thursday. 

He was speaking to reporters 
while watching major Egyptian 
military manoeuvres, in which 
mechanised troops, supported by 
Soviet, U.S. and French-made 
jets, beat off an “enemy" attack 
near the Suez Canal- 
Foreign Military attaches and 
United Arab Emirates (UAE) 
military delegation watched the 
closing stages of the four-day exe- 
rcises from a rocky plateau in the 
Ataka Mountains. 85 kilometres 
east of Cairo. 

Marshal Abu Ghazala said 
Egypt had a few hundred men in 
Sudan to operate an air defence 
system “to secure the skies of 
Khartoum and its outskirt. O rad- 
ii rm an." 

A lone aircraft, identified as a 
Soviet-built Tupolev TU-22 
bomber, bombed Omdurmaa on 
March 16. Sudan blamed Libya, 
which denied any involvement. 

The United States sent two | 
AW ACS (Airborne Warning And 1 
Control System) aircraft to mon- 
itor the Egyptian and Sudanese 
borders. But reports from Was- 
hington said the planes have now 
returned home. 

Daughter says 
she warned 
Sadat of 
assassination 

WASHINGTON (R) — Egyptian 
President Anwar Sadat was war- 
ned of an attempt on his life by one 
of his daughters shortly before he 
was assassinated in 1981 but ign- 
ored her advice, according to an 
article made public Thursday. 

The article is based on an int- 


Austria plans new Mideast initiative 


VIENNA (R) — Austrian For- 
eign Minister Erwin Lane, who 
leaves on Saturday for a tour of 
five Arab States, said Thursday his 
country was planning new ini- 
tiatives aimed at helping to resolve 
the Middle East conflict. 

“We think it is time to rea- 
ctivate the Middle East policy of 
former Chancellor Bruno Kre- 
isky” he said. 

The Austrian minister will hold 
talks with Arab leaders during his 
10-day official tour of Qatar, 
Saudi Arabia, Oman, the United 
Arab Emirates and Kuwait. But 
he added it would be unwise to 
give details on what Austria pla- 
nned to do in the near future. 

“We have a special relationship 
with the Arab countries and the 
Palestinians mainly thanks to Dr. 
Kreisky and we are obviously int- 


erested in peace in this region as 
well as in humanitarian problems 
connected with the permanent 
warfare there but talking too 
much could spoil things,” Mr. 
Lane said. 

The minister did, however, con- 
firm that the Austrian ambassador 
to Greece, Herbert Amry, was 
involved in talks for the exchange 
of prisoners between Israel and a 
radical Palestinian group. 

“One round of talks was held 
and I hope it will be continued. 
That's all I can say about it." he 
said. 

Austria successfully mediated 
in an exchange of Israel i- 
Palestinian prisoners last year 
after Dr. Kreisky negotiated with 
Palestinian and Israeli rep- 
resentatives. 

The former chancellor has been 


actively involved in Middle East 
affairs since the early 1 970s. hea- 
ding three fact-finding missions 
from the Socialist International 
seeking a peaceful settlement to 
the .Arab- Israeli conflict. 

In 1980, Dr. Kreisky became 
the first Western leader to receive 
Palestine Liberation Organisation 
(PLO) Leader Yasser Arafat. He 
has said repeatedly Israel ought to 
recognise the PLO and accept an 
independent Palestinian state on 
its occupied territories. 

Mr. Lane said Thursday that | 
during his forthcoming tour he ; 
would also discuss prospects of 
expanding scientific and economic 
co-operation. 

Autrian Chancellor Fred Sin- 
owatz also recently toured the 
Middle East. 


U.S. could be drawn into Gulf war 


WASHINGTON (R) — The Uni- 
ted States and other powers could 
be drawn into the Gulf war if the 
Iraqi port of Basra fell to Iran, 
Kuwaiti Defence Minister Salim 
A1 Sabah said. 

Speaking at a news conference 
Wednesday after three days of 
talks with U.S. officials, including 
Defence Secretary Caspar Wei- 
nberger and National Security 
Adviser Robert McFarlane. Mr. 
Sabah said the fall of Basra would 
change the situation iu the war. 

Asked about its possible fall, he 
said: “The picture would be cha- 
nged aud that could lead to the 
involvement of other powers like 
the United States.” 

If Iranian troops moved sou- 
thwards, he said, “there would 
have to be a quick move by the 
Arab League.” 

Basra. 55 kilometres north of 
Kuwait, is near the Iranian border 
on the Shaft A1 Arab waterway 
leading inland from the Gulf. 

Mr. Sabah said the Gulf war was 
the chief item on his ageuda in 
Washington, but he also discussed 


possible arms purchases and 
would be looking at new weapons 
on visits later this week to mOitazy 
bases in Colorado, Nevada and 
California. 

He said he was interested in 
missiles and fighter aircraft, but 
would not be more specific. 

Kuwait fears Iran might win the 
war with Iraq and spread its rev- 
olutionary brand of religion to 
more conservative Islamic states 
in the area. 

The United States has stayed 
neutral in the three-year-old war, 
but shares Kuwait's concern. 

Mr. Sabah said both Iran and 
Iraq were Kuwait’s friends and 
said his country was trying to neg- 
otiate an end to the fighting. 

He said Kuwait had not been 
asked to let U.S. forces use its air 
fields or naval bases as staging 
areas if the U.S. ■ Rapid Dep- 
loyment Force was sent to protect 
the region's oil sources. 

The United States is looking for 
forward bases to augment those it 
already has in Oman and els- 


ewhere. 

Mr. Sabah said that to improve 
the region's defences the eight 
members of the Gulf Co- 
operation Council recently staged 
joint military manoeuvres and 
were planning more. 

The council was also seriously 
considering manufacturing its own 
munitions and guns instead of buy- 
ing them abroad. Sabah said he 
was not concerned about sug- 
gestions by candidates for the 
Democratic presidential nom- 
ination to move the U.S. embassy 
in Israel from Tel Aviv to Jer- 
usalem. 

Recalling that he had been 
Kuwait's ambassador in Was- 
hington in the early 1970s. he said 
be felt that the proposals were just 
campaign politics to win Jewish 
votes. 

Bat he said if the embassy were 
moved it would be of great con- 
cern not only to Muslims in the 
area but to the entire Islamic 
World, which considers Jerusalem 
one of its holiest cities. 


Bethlehem 
mayor 
sees Howe 

LONDON (R) — • ftfewtritt 
Mayor Elias Freij, who says ha 
Bethlehem municipality »■ near 
bankruptcy because off be brack 
occupation. Thursday bcd ut&t 
with British Foreign Secretary. Sr ; # 
Geoffrey Howe. 

The Foreign Office gave no det- 
ails of the meeting, which tide*- - 
oribed as a courtesy caU, but Mr, 

Frdj indicated beforehand be - 
hoped to raise the financial ptigfc 
of the West Bank town. 

Mr. Freij said here Wednesday 
the Israelis had erected for- 
midable bureaucratic obstacles to 
cut the flow of Arab and other 
development assistance to his 
town. The city was nnweffeewriy 
bankrupt and had only about 
SI. 800 in its bank account, the 
mayor told reporters. 

Only the lowest paid municipal 
employees were receiving (heir 
wages and financial cuts extended 
even to the purchase of petrol for 
the town's ambulances and other . 
vehicles, Mr. Freij said. 

Mr. Frcifs visit to London » #, 
pan of a tour that also includes the : ' 
United States and Australia. In 
Washington he conferred with 
Secretary of State George Shultz, 
but the mayor said he had received 
“no specific assurances” of VS. 
aid. 

Mr. Freij was sombre about the 
prospects of an early solution of 
the Arab- Israeli conflict. 

The key. he said, lay with the 
Americans, but there was no sign . 
that Washington was prepared to 
pressure Israel. 

Nevertheless, the Arabs should ; 
“ help America to help us“ by acc- J 
epting negotiations on the basis of * \ 
a peace plan launched by Pre- 
sident Reagan in September 1 982. 

This calls for West Bank Pal- 
estinians to have self-government 
in association with Jordan. 


Iranians vote for new parliament on Sunday 


erview tih Camelia Sadat a gra- 
duate student in Boston and the 
daughter of Sadat aud bis little- 
known first wife Ekbal and is in 
the forthcoming issue of the Sun- 
day magazine parade. 

-Journalist Gail Sheehy quotes 
Miss Sadat as saying she warned ' 
her father about opponents. 

Mr. Sadat is said to have replied 
of his opponents: "They will run 
and run and they will grow tired 
and stop. I give them the freedom, 
and l am never going to take it 
away again. So forget it.” 

Miss Sadat 34 and twice mar- 
ried. moved to the United States 
only weeks before her father was 
assassinated in October 1981 in 
order to take up graduate studies 
in Boston against his opposition, 
the article reports. 

“I began to have dreams about 
his assassination,” Miss Sadat 
said. “I saw the bullets hitting 
him.” 

The last time she saw her father, 
in August 1981. he was still res- 
isting making mass arrests to deal 
with growing internal dissent but 
he told her: “God knows if I am 
going to be alive next year or not." 


BAHRAIN (R) — Iran holds 
general elections on Sunday for a 
new 270-member Majlis (par- 
liament). with Muslim clergy sup- 
porters of Ayatollah Ruhollah 
Khomeini expected to remain 
dominant 

Thu raake-qp of the new ass- 
embly could give some indication 
as to the popularity of the mullahs 
(clergymen) but it is unlikely to 
change Iran's direction on such 
major issues as the three- 
aud-a-half-year-old war with 
Iraq, according to diplomats in 
Tehran. 

The new deputies, who will 
serve a four-year terra, will not 
hold their first session until May 
28, by which time there could be 
significant changes in the progress 
of the war, the diplomats add. 

The Iranians have massed hun- 
dreds of thousands of men along 
the front lines and both Iranian 
and Iraqi officials have predicted a 
new Iranian offensive soon. 

The new Majlis will replace the 
Islamic Republic's first par- 
liament. elected in 1980 'more 
than a year, after the revolution 
which overthrew the monarchy. 


Most of the existing deputies 
are standing again and any change 
of face is more likely to reflect a 
shift towards either more radical 
or more conservative clergymen,, 
rather than any opposition to 
Khomeini or his policies, acc- 
ording to the diplomats. 

'Although there is opposition 
among Iran's minority middle 
class to the dominating role of the 
clergy in Iranian politics, many 
middle class Iranians support the 
war effort, feeling that Iran was 
wronged when Iraq started the 
conflict by invading Iran in Sep- 
tember 1980, the diplomats say. 

“War weariness in Iran is a red 
herring," one experienced Wes- 
tern diplomat told Reuters by tel- 
ephone from Tehran. 

In any case, most of the major 
war decisions are taken by Kho- 
meini as supreme commander of 
the armed forces, and his closest 
military and clergy aides. The 
Majlis is more taken up with dom- 
estic issues. 

Iran's leaders and media have 
billed Sunday's elections as a 
major step in the progress of the 
revolution. “Voting is a religious 


and moral obligation,” senior 
Ayatollah Hussein Ali Montazeri 
told the nation m a recent sta- 
tement. 

Critics of the clergy’s role in pol- 
itics, however, say the candidates 
have been either' hand-picked by 
Islamic groups or carefully vetted 
by numerous revolutionary bodies 
to ensure- that no "counter- 
revolutionary elements” slip thr- 
ough. 

The country's religious min- 
orities were allowed to put for- 
ward candidates and a handful of 
Armenians. Jews, Zoroastrians 
and Assyrians will appear on the 
ballot slips. 

The critics also question the sig- 
nificance of the Majlis's role in 
Iran, pointing to the fact that all 
legislation it passes must be app- 
roved by the so-called Guardian 
Council, a watchdog body set up 
to ensure that laws are in line with 
Islamic tenexs. 

Six of the council s 1 2 members 
are appointed directly by Kho- 
meini while the others are chosen 
by the judiciary and approved by 
parliament, a process which 
makes them unlikely to be opp- 


osed to the Iranian leadership. 

Standing again as a deputy far 
Tehran is the present Majlis Spe- 
aker Hojatleslam Hashemi Rai- 
sa nj an i. popular for his nat- 
ionalistic speeches at Tehran Fri- 
day prayers, who is widely exp- 
ected to be re-elected and to reg- 
ain the speaker' s mantle. 

Most diplomats in Tehran exp- 
ect the clergy, and particularly the 
big Islamic Republican Party 
(IRP), to continue dominating the 
new assembly. 

As a result of the strong role of 
the mosques in present politics, 
the majority of Iranians — poor, 
devout Muslims from city slums or 
outlying villages — arc likely to 
follow the advice of their focal 
mullahs. 

The first Majlis elections in 
1980 were disrupted by ethnic 
Kurdish guerrillas in north-west 
Iran, seeking autonomy for their 
area. But rhe guerrillas have since 
been pushed back from their str- 
onghold towns to the mountains 
along the Iraqi border and are 
thought unlikely to be able to 
cause major disturbances this 
time. 
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0640 V’O A Morning: News on the 
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TODAY’S EVENTS 
EXHIBITIONS 

* Pannings exhibition by Jordanian Art- 


ist Diana Haj jar Shamounki at the Goe- 
the Institute. 


* “4 erne Exposition if Arts Plastique”, 
starts at the French Cultural Centre at 
640 p.m. 


VIDEO 


• “Marie Antoinette" starts at the 
French Cultural Centre at 4.40 pjn. 


CULTURAL CENTRES 


Royal Cultural Centre .Tel. 661026/7 

American Centre 44371 

American Centre Library 41520 

British Council 36 i 47 -g 

French Cultural Centre 37009 

Goethe Institute 41993 

Soviet Cultural Centre .... 44203 

Spanish Cultural Centre 24049 

■ Turkish Cultural Centre 39777 

Haya Arts Centre — 665195 

Hussein Youth City 667181 

Y.W.CA 41793 

Y.W.IVLA, 664251 

Amman Municipal Library 36111 

University of Jordan Library 843555 

MUSEUMS 

Fdklorc Museum: Jewelry and cos- 
tumes over 100 years old. Also mnsaic* 
from Madaba and J crash (4th to 18th 
centuries). The Roman Theatre, 
Amman. Opening hours; 9.00 a.m_ - 5 
pjn. Year-round. TeL 51760. 

Jordan Archaeological Mnwmn: Hasan 
excellent collection of the antiquities of 
Jordan. Jabal A1 QaTa (Chadel Hill). 
Opening hour® 9.00 a.m, - 5.00 pjn. 
(Fridays and official holidays 10.00 im. 
4.00 p.m.). Ckoed Tuesdays. 

Jordan Natkml GuIot: Contains a col- 
lection of paintings, ceramics, and scu- 
lptures by contemporary Islamic artias 
from most of the Muslim countries and a 
collection of paintings by 19th '''“•miry 
orientalist artists. Muntazah, Jabal 
Luweibdch. Opening hours: 10.00 a.m. 

1 30 p.m. and 330 p-m. - 6.00 p.m. 
Closed Tuesdays. TeL 30128. 

Martyrs* Memorial (Military M mt n ra) : 
Collection of military memorabilia dat- 


ing from the Arab Revolt of 1916. 
Sports City, Amman. Opening hoars 9 
a.OL-4 pjn. Clued Saturdays. TeL 
664240. 

Pto|ariar Life of Jordan Museum: 100 to 

150 year old hems such as costumes, 
weapons, musical instruments, etc. 
Opening hours: 9.00 tun. - 5.00 p.m. 
Closed Tuesdays. TeL 37169. 


* "Computer and Electronic Equ- 
ipments" exhibition start ax the Holiday 
Inn Hotel. 


SERVICE CLUBS 


Chsb. Meetings every 
first and third Wednesday at the Hol- 
iday Inn, 130 p.m. 

Lions FhOadetpMa dob. Meetings 
every second and fourth Wednesday at 
the Ammon Hotel, 730 pan. 
PhBaddpUa Rotary Club. Meetings 
every Wednesday at the HoHday Inn, 
I ;30 pjn. 

Xhrtvy Club. Meetings every Tuesday 
at the Intercontinental Hotel 2.00 pjn. 
Royal Automobile Club. Jabal Amman, 
Eighth Circle. TeL 815261. 


CHURCHES 


St. Joseph Cbnreh (Roman Catholic) 
Jabal Amman, teL 24590. 

Chart* o I the Antumriatioa (Roman 
Catholic) Jabal Luweibdch. 37440. 

Da b Salle Church (Roman Catholic) 
Jabal Hussein, 661757. 

Chan* at the Anatmcigtion (Greek 
Orthodox) Abdali. 23541. 

Anglican Church (Chinch of the Red- 
eemer) Jabal Amman. 41559. 
Armenki C a th olic Chon* Ashrafieh, 
71331. 

Arm enian Orthodox Chtarh Ashrafieh. 
75261. 

Si. Ephraim Church (Syrian Orthodox) 
Ashrafieh, 71751. 

Amman haentmioMl Clnrrh (Inter- 
denominational): meets at Southern 
Baptist School in ShmeJsani. 663249. 


PRAYER TIMES 


•3:43 .... 


“V ^ 


05:07 (Sunrise) Shuruq 

11=37 Dhubr 

*5*1-* - 'AST 


IhW Maghreb 

19:29 .ITbha 


AMMAN AIRPORT 


This information is supplied by Alin inf- 
ormation department at the Queen Alia 
International Airport, teL (08) 53250. 
53070, 53082, 53171. when it should 
always be verified. 


MARITIME TRAFFIC 

Regular-tine ships docking at Aqaba 


pore 


ARRIVALS 


07:00 
09:05. 
09-3* 
0935 . 
09:45 . 
09:45 
10:00. 
1035 
14:40 
16:09 
16:45 
17:10 
17:15 
17:15 . 
1730 
18:30 
18:45 
1*00 
1930 
23:05 


Cairo (MS) 

Aqaba (RJ) 

- Jeddah (RJ) 


— Radomychll 

— Cape K Gate 

— Dyvi Pacific 

— Go run 

— Pharos 

— Fetcac 

— Arabella 

— Feruey 

— Saudi A1 Qaseem 


Karachi. Dubai (RJ) 

Abu Dhabi. Kuwait (RJ) 

. Cairo (RJ) 


Amin Kawar and Sons Company, Teh 
22324 (six lines) at your service. 


— — Doha, Bahrain i„ 

— Lama ca (CY) 

— Kuwait (KU) 


MONEY EXCHANGE 


— Belgrade, Istanbul (RJ) 

Larnaca (RJ) 

. Paris, Damascus (AF) 


Belgian franc 


Local sett/buy rates in JBs 


69-1 1 69.5 


New York, Vienna (RJ) 

Frankfurt, Geneva (RJ) 

— Copenhagen, Athens (RJ) 
. Cairo (RJ) 


Dutch guilder 1253/ 126.1 

Egyptian guinea 3143/ 316.8 

French franc — 4 61 463 

Iraqi dinar 3603/ 3633 


Rome, Damascus (AZ) 


00:45 


Tripoli (RJ) 

— Frankfort, Damascus (LH) 

Cairo (MS) 

- Cairo (RJ) 


Italian lire (for 100) 223/ 23 

Japanese yen (far 100) 165 21 1663 

Kuwaiti dinar 1259.1/ 12623 

Lebanese lira 643/ 65 J 

Omani riyal 1065/ 10712 

Oatari riyal 101.1/ 101.8 

Saudi riyal 105.1/ 1053 

Swedish crown 47 $ 


<*> ini 


DEPARTURES 


Syrian lira 


-...52.4/ 


53.1 

101 


UAE dirham 100.4/ 

U.K. sterling pound 529.7/ 532.9 

U.S. dollar .. 369/ 


371 


05:10 Damascus. Frankfurt (LH) 

0R45 Cairo (RJ) 


W. German mark 141 A) 1423 


00:60 

08:30 ..... — 

......... Cairo (MS) 

1031 

11:00 

11=15 .. ... 

Tripoli (RJ) 

Vienna, New York (RJ) 

11:15 - ... 


i%aa ... . 


12:15 

12=30 

Frankfort, Brussels (RJ) 

It 45 


14=39 


1640 

... .. Kuwait (KU) 

1930 __ ._ 


HM0 

20c 15 

Jeddah (RJ) 

Baghdad (RJ) 

2%30 - 


20:30 

•MS 

Abu Dhabi. Dubai (RJ) 
Cairo (MS) 


WEATHER 

Bulletin supplied by the Department of 
Meteorology. 


It win be little cold, with tow elooda and 
scattered showers. Winds wifl be wes- 
terly moderate. In Aqaba, it mil be 
dotty and partly cloudy, with southerly 
fresh winds and rough seas. 


Low! high temperature In deg.C. 

Amman .... 12/26 

Aqaba 17/30 


Desens 10/27 

Jordan Valley 16/29 


Yesterday’s high temperatures: 
Amman 29, Aqaba 33. Humidity rea- 
dings: Amman 20 per rent, Aqaba 17 
percent. 


EMERGENCIES 


Ambulance 193,75111 

Hrsraid. fire, police 199 

Blood bonk 75121 


Civil Defence rescue 661111 

Fire headquarters 22090-3 

Police rescue 192,21111,37777 

Police headquarters 39141 

Traffic police 56390-1 


Electric Power Co. 36381-2 

Municipal water service 71 125-8 

Oneen Alia Int Airport - (08) 53333 


HOSPITALS 


Hussein Medical Centre _ 813813-32 
Khahdi Maremity.J. Amman 44281-4 
Akfleh Maternity, J. Amman _ 42441 
Jabal Amman M at e rnity 42362 

Malbas, J. Amman 36140 

Palestine, Shmeisam 664171-4 

Shmeiaani Hospital 669131 


University Hospital 845845 

Dar Al-Shifa, J. Hussein 667158 

Al-Moasher Hospital 667227-9 

The Islamic, AbdaE 665292 

Al-AMi, Abdali 664164 

Italian, Al-Mohajreen .77101-3 


Dr. Mohammad Hussein Horani 98552 

Grand Arab pharmacy 24051 

A1 Hakim pharmacy 21571 

Mreish pharmacy 30955 

Shakhshir pharmacy 44945 

AJ Manar pharmacy ...... 51048 

Rainbow taxi 37249 

Khasem taxi 43620 

Ambassador taxi 664660 

Kamak taxi 668761 

Nahda taxi .... 663003 

Jihad taxi 842664 

ERIUD 

Dr. Adam A 1 Naser -14, R 

A1 Gbazzawi pharmacy 73791 

ZABQAt 

86632 

ai Andahtt pharmacy .„ 

general . 


Jordan Television . 73111 

Radio Jordan 74111 


AJ-Bashir, J. Ashrafieh 75111 

Array, ‘Marta 91611 


NIGHT DUTY 


Mint^ of Tom-ism 4231! 

rioter com jdainu . — 666412’ 

461174 


Inform soon 


-12 


AMMAN: 

Dr. Musa Ahmad Bashir 675487 


Jordan and Middle East cate . 10 
Overseas calls . . , ~ 1 J - 

Cable or te le gram ------ j””"*!** jg 


Repair service 


... LI ' 


MARKET PRICES 


Uppertiower price In JHt per kg. 

350,300 


280/240 


Banana (Mokammar) 240 / 210 

Bearn^ 220; 180 

gjjj* 2 50/ 30 


Grapes (black) „ 

Grapefruit 

Guava — , 

f >nwn . _• 


.700/600 


..130/160 

.400/300 


130/100 




Marrow (large) . 
Marrow (small) 
MsBdftTio « 


..-140/140 
„ 170/130 
_ 250 / 200 
--230 f 200- 


Cucnmber 
Cucumber 
Dates 

Eggplant 


,400/350 


170/130 

) 250/200 


Ohve» — a 359/200 

Okra, =— =- .150/100 


Kgs 


180/150 


Gartic 

Grapes (white) -I 


130/100 

140/110 

— 400/300 

200/160 



-.300/250 
300/250. 
500/ 450 


.320/280 


Pepper (hot green) ^ 440/400 
Potatoes 1 50 / 120 


\ 


■ 700 /BOO . Tangerine .. 


..350/300; 
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Dentists are important elemen 
in medical team, Ajlouni says 


ndav 




% Afifob A. Ka i o ti 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Minister of Health 
Kamel A1 Ajlouni said Thursday 
that dentists are a very important 
element in- the medical team -to 
achieve a comprehensive basic 
health care, and that the att- 
ainment of a comprehensive hea- 
lth care does not only mean the 
integration of. a whole team bin 
the fair distribution- of health ser- 
vices in aU the areas of the Kin- 
gdom. 

Speaking at the opening session 
of the third Jordanian Dental 
Conference, deputising for His 
Royal Highness Crown Prince 
Hassan, Dr. Ajlouni pointed out 
Lhat some of the areas in the cou- 
ntry of a population between 
10,000-20,000 lack primary den- 
tal clinics. 

Dr. Ajlouni pointed out that the 
dentistry profession is not any- 
more a luxury as previously tho- 
ught of but is an essential element 
for physical safety for people of all 
ages. 

The minister of health in his 
addressing speech stressed the 
importance of school dental hea- 
lth for students constitute one- 
thhd of the country’s population. 
“It is impossible to separate dental 
health foom mouth infections nor 
from general health for h is all 
connected together.” 

Dr. Ajlouni also stressed the 
necessity for a fair distribution of 
dental services equally in the city, 
rural, urban and desert areas. 
“The 878 dentists registered in the 
Jordanian Dentist Association 
(JD A) should ail be employed and 
their services should include all 
areas and focusing on one special 
region should be avoided.** 

Concluding his speech. Dr. Ajl- 
ouni called on the conference to 
concentrate on the distribution of 
dental services in the country and 
adopt proper planning to support 
‘'this part of general health and we 
have first of all to prevent dental 


Wadi Araba 
to get 500 
housing units 

AMMAN 0.T.) — A total of 50df 
housing units will be constructed 
in Wadi Araba in the South Jor- 
dan Valley. Sawt A1 Sha’ab daily 
newspaper quoted Jordan Valley 
Authority (JVA) sources as say- 
ing. 

The housing project, the sou- 
rces said, will cost between JD 1.5 
to JD 2 million and will be com- 
pleted within 1 8 months. 

During this year an amount of 
JD 300,000 will be sepnt on the 
project, while the balance will be 
covered through the JVA Housing 
Fund, and through foreign aids 
and loans in addition to loans by 
the treasury through the Housing 
Bank. 


diseases and then to cure it in all 
possible way.'* 

Ar the opening session of the 
two-day conference which is org- 
anised by the JDA scientific com- 
mittee. its chairman Dr. Walid 
Maraqa also addressed the con- 
ference pointing out that the aim 
of the conference is to spread out 
the scientific benefits to the den- 
tists. 

Dr. Maraqa said the session on 
the dental school health which was 
the first topic to start with ind- 
icates the strong feelings of res- 
ponsibility and duty by dentists 
towards promoting the country as 
well as it indicates the realisation 
of dentists that the primary school 
dental care is an important obj- 
ective for every one concerned 
with the citizens’ general health. * 

JDA President Dr. Abdul Aziz 
A1 Hajj Ahmad, also addressing 
the audience at the opening ses- 
sion pointed out that this con- 
ference differs from the previous 
conferences and it focuses on 
promoting dental health services 
manifested in the sessions spe- 
cialised in school dental care. 

Dr. Ahmad stressed on the 
importance of preventing dental 
diseases in the early stages by spr- 
eading dental services for near and 
remote areas. 

He expressed hope that the 
J DA can have an active role in the 
Higher Health Council and called 
on to encourage dentists to work 
in rural and remote areas par- 
ticularly that “the number of den- 
tists is increasing every year and 
will increase more when the den- 
tists department opens at the Uni- 
versity of Jordan and Yarmonk 
University. 

During the two-day conference 
which was concluded Friday, 16 
papers were featured on various 
fields' of dentistry. Oral surgery 
and medicine, prostatics, ort- 


hodotics, forensic dentistry, den- 
tal hnpiantology and general den- 
tistry were the main topics lec- 
tured. 

Participants at the conference, 
include representatives from the 
ministriesof health and education, 
the Royal Medical Services, the 
University of Jordan, Yarmouk 
University, the United Nations 
Relief and Works Agency 
(UNRWA), the Water Authority^ 
as well as from universities in 
Damascus and Baghdad. 

Representatives from World 
Health Organisation, the Uni- 
versity of Bordeaux in France and 
experts from American uni- 
versities also participated in the 
conference. 

During the conference, dental 
films programme were shown. 

The film programme is org- 
anised by Dr. Abdul Fattah Bus- 
tani in co-operation with the 
American Dental Association in 
Chicago and the British Council in 
Amman. 

At the end of the conference 
many recommendations were 
adopted in order to promote den- 
tal healthcare all over the country. 

One of the recommendations is 
to iacrease school health budget as 
well as to increase movable dental 
clinics. 

The recommendations alw inc- 
luded the establishment of fixed 
dental clinics for schoolchildren in 
all districts and governors tes to 
reach in future one clinic for every 
4,000 students. 

It also called for focusing att- 
ention on dental health education 
by the various press in the country, 
as well as in private and public 
schools. 

The conference also rec- 
ommended to increase the num- 
ber of dentists in the UNRWA so 
as to have one dentist for every 
4,000 people. 


Mrs. Sharaf 
visits Social 
Development 
Centre 

AMMAN (Petra) — Minister of 
Information Laila Sharaf, acc- 
ompanied by Dr. Sirri Nasser, 
head of Sociology Department at 
the University of Jordan Thursday 
visited the Social Development 
Centre in SweQeh. 

During the visit, Mrs. Sharaf 
toured the various sections of the 
centre and was briefed by Dr. Nas- 
ser on the objectives of the centre. 


Phosphate deals 
clinched with 
four countries . 

AMMAN (Petra) — The Jordan 
Phosphates Mines Company 
(JPMC) has reached agreement 
with companies in four countries 
to seD them 1,455.125 tonnes of 
Jordanian phosphates, according 
to JPMC Director-General Wasef 
Azar who has just concluded a 
tour of the four countries con- 
cerned. 

Speaking in an interview with 
the Jordanian News Agency, 
Petra, at the conclusion of his 
week-long tour, Mr. Azar said 
that agreement has been signed 
with India to purchase 775,000 
tonnes, of which 125.000 tonnes 
will be shipped over the coming 
few months. 

A number of Japanese firms 
have signed agreements to buy 

300.000 tonnes of phosphates 
during the present year, and this 
figure could rise to 350,000, Mr. 
Azar said. 

In South Korea, he said, he sig- 
ned contracts to sell 40,000 tonnes 
of phosphates to one firm and 

90.000 to another. 

Mr. Azar said he also signed a 
contract to sell Poland 250.000 
tonnes of phosphates. 


MGA P1LIPINO AT MGA PILIPINA TINGNAN NINYO 

Mohammad M. Juma & Sons Co. Silver Showroom 

Khotat Market St. 

At malapit sa talata biyera 
•' second hands 




Nag BIBIGAY . nang murang holugan 
sa-JVC-video, stereo, T.V. at silver stereo, 
mga kababayan halika sa JVC company. 


Welcome 

sa lahat nang Pilipino 


Manager 
Mr. Tamirhi 




Budget 


FLAT RATE STARTING FROM! 

Daily J.D 6»9°° 


NO MILEAGE CHARGE 


INCLUDING C,D,W (COLLISION DAMAGE WAIVER) 
VALID UNTILL 9/5/84 



JPA board postpones meeting 


By I -amis K. Andoni 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — An annual meeting for the Jordanian 
Pharmacist Association (JPA) could not take place 
on Friday for failure to get the required quorum thus 
postponing the awaited association general assembly 
decision on the future of the association’s board till 
April 27. 


A row that has emerged bet- 
ween the president of the ass- 
ociation and its board had cul- 
minated with a collective res- 
ignation of eight of the 1 1 board 
members last week. 

The resigned members accused 
the president of “bypassing the 
boards resolutions and acting uni- 
laterally” and therefore called for 
his resignation. Friday’s meeting, 
if held, was supposed resolve the 
row by choosing between three 
options: 

— to patch up differences bet- 
ween the board and the president. 

— to support the eight members 
in their call for the resignation of 
the president. 

— to dissolve the board and call 
for new elections within a month's 
time. 

The Jordan Times talked to 
pharmacists who turned out Fri- 
day morning and detected a ten- 
dency towards choosing the third 
Option- 

Several pharmacists, in fact, 
pointed out that as per the JPA 
law, if more than five council 
members resign, the board is aut- 
omatically dissolved and new ele- 
ctions should.be called. 

They said that dissolving the 
council “is not necessarily a step 
directed against the president but 
it is simply abiding to the law”. 
Calling for a new election, to rep- 
lace the council that has Friday 
finished half of its two-year term, 
is considered, however, an aim 
that the eight members who res- 
igned meant to achieve when they 


embarked on their action. 

Results of last year's elections 
brought to the council candidates 
of three slates with different ide- 
ological inclinations. The pre- 
sident, Mr. Ghaleb Sabbarini, who 
made a landslide victory was one 
of two contenders who belonged 
to the same slate. The other eight, 
who resigned this year, belonged 
to the two other slates. 

Supporters of the members exp- ‘ 
ressed the view that election of a 
new council might bring up “a 
harmonious council.” which they 
consider to be for the best of the 
association. Therefore, observers 
•believe that the “ main reason beh- 
ind the collective resignations is 
not solely the president's alleged 
violations of the council decisions, 
but it is rather dissatisfaction with 
the present council complexion.” 
Supporters of the president, on 
their turn, say that “it is und- 
emocratic to hamper the functions 
of the association just because any 
group or block in the association is 
not satisfied with the council's 
complexion”. A point which is 
resented by those who supported 
the collective resignation and who 
argue that “the present formation 
of the council is actually hindering 
the functions of the association.” 
Minister of Health Dr. Kamel 
Ajlouni. who was compelled to 
interfere last week, has frozen the 
collective resignation. The min- 
ister's step was praised by both 
'supporters of the president and by 
members who did not approve the 
principle of collective resignation 


• WANTED 

SOPEXA — Is in need for some girls to work in pro- 
moting French food. 

Apply in person to: 

Jerusalem Advertising Agency 
Shmeisani - Next to Commodore Hotel • 
Between 3:30 - 7:00 p.m. on April 14, IS, 16th 

i ; . 


ROYAL. CULTURAL CFNTRE 


X 

¥ 


Under the patronage of H.H. 
Princess Wijdan Ali 

the Royal Cultural Centre 
in cooperation with 
the Italian embassy 
present 

for the first time in Jordan 
A recital of 

excerpts from various operas 
Renato francesconi (Tenor) 
with Maurlzio cotaciccHI (Pianist) 
at the Royal Cultural Centre 
Thursday April 19. 1984 
at 8 p.m. 

Tickets JD 2 

For reservation call 661026 


as means to solve the differences. 
They viewed the freezing of the 
resignations “as a positive step.” 

But the ministers decision to 
freeze the resignation did not app- 
eal to those who see the final sol- 
"ution to be a dissolution of the 
council and a call for new ele- 
ctions. 

The Jordan Times has learnt 
that an arbitration committee inc- 
luding the mayor of Amman. Mr. 
Abdul Raouf A1 Rawabdeh. is 
expected to meet with Dr. Ajlouni 
Saturday and request the dis- 
solution of the council. 

The sources said that “a mem- 
orandum” prepared by the legal 
advisor of the JPA will be dis- 
tributed by the members who res- 
igned explaining the legal aspects 
of their action and demand of dis- 
solving of the council. 

The JPA sources told the Jor- 
dan Times that the memorandum 
states that the decision to freeze 
the resignations “contradicts the 
JPA law hence there is article in 
the law that ties resignations from 
the association to the approval of 
any party." 

Consequently the mem- 
orandum states “the resignations 
are considered in effect from the 
moment they are registered in the 
JPA files.” The memorandum 
explains that the demand for new 
elections are in consistency with 


article 41 of the JPA law which 
states that the council is con- 
sidered dissolved if five of the 
members submit their res- 
ignations and new elections sho- 
uld be held. 

Meanwhile. JPA members were 
not fully informed about “the uni- 
lateral actions” which Mr. Sab- 
barini was accused of and which 
have brought out the collective 
resignation. 

One of the council members 
who resigned refused to pinpoint 
the Jordan Times specific inc- 
idents which proves the accusation 
stating that a memorandum on the 
reasons which led for the col- 
lective resignation will be dis- 
tributed among the association 
members when the JPA convenes 
two weeks later. 

“It is not appropriate for the 
members to know the reasons 
from the press.” he said. 

The member's statement and 
refraining to talk to the press 
might have stemmed from the fact 
that the JPA members dismay that 
they knew about the collective res- 
ignation from the press! “We tur- 
ned out today to express our dis- 
may with what is going' on at the 
JPA". a young pharmacist told the 
Jordan Times. "What made it 
worse was that we were the last to 
know about the whole problem.” 
he added. 


IN MEMORIUM 

A mass will be held in memory of 

CHARLES KETTANEH Jr. 

who passed away on April 9. 1984 in New York. 

It will take place at St. Joseph's Church, 1st Circle, 
Jabal Amman on Sunday April 15, at 6 p.m. 


WANTED 

A house consisted of three bedrooms, salon, dining room, two bat- 
hrooms. centrally heated is required for rent. 

Location: Jabal Amman (from 5th Circle to 8th Circle.) 

Please call tel. no. 39181 Amman. 


INSTITUTION CHATEAU MONT-CHOJSI 
International Boarding School for Girls 

Bd de la Foret 

1012 Lausanne (Lake of Geneva) 

Tel: 021/28.87 .ft 

A complete and challenging academic pro-- 
gramme is offered to girls 12 to 20, utilising the 
finest and most modem facilities in Switzerland. 

— Intensive study of French and English 

— Complete American high school programme; 
grades 7-12 (CEEB: PSAT, SAT, ACH, TOEFL) 

— International college/university guidance and 
placement 

— Secretarial and commercial courses in French 
or English 

— Computer science 

— Activities: music, sports, cultural excursions 

— Winter vacations in Crans in the Swiss Alps 
(supervised) 

— Summer programme for the study of French, 
English, and computer science. 

Mr. Stephen R. Potter, Director of the American 
Programme, will be in Amman, Hotel Jordan Int- 
ercontinental, April 15-1 8 between 4:00 & 6:00, to 
present a short film introducing the school and to 
answer inquiries about education at Institution 
Chateau Mont-Choisi. 

For private interviews, please make an app- 
ointment through the hotel. 
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Gulf Air now facilitates your connections 

from Gulf area fo the Far East. 

(Manila. Bangkok, Bombay, Colombo, 
Karachi). ; 


Dwparturw fnyn AfitOlt! 

day: Tima: 


Monday 

Friday 

Friday 


1330 

01*5 

1330 


. What more could we offer than thewarmest welcome, 
complimentary refreshments and entertainment . _ < ♦ ^ 

plus delicious food? Your best choice to the Gulf. 

For Reservation! Please Contact tour 
Travel Agent or (Ml Air, Ammanfel« 665311/670248 


GULFAR 


Spread your wings 
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ARABIC PRESS EDITORIALS 


Friday’s 

Al Ra'i: Full partnership 


VIEW FROM AMERICA 


By Franz Schumann 


Out of Lebanon, deeper into the Gulf 


SAN FRANCISCO — Early in 
March, the top-rated U.S. tel- 
evision network CBS showed 
some five minutes of coverage 
on Beirut First they showed 
East Beirut There was a shot 
of a nightclub with disco music. 
Then there was a scene with a 
policeman directing traffic — it 
looked like Athens or Paris. 
Then there was another shot of 
a pretty girl and her boyfriend 
in a restaurant People looked 
prosperous. The commentator 
noted that "most people had a 
bouse in the country.” And 
then there were shots of ple- 
asant country homes. 

For the other half of the cov- 
erage, the camera crew went to 
West Beirut. It showed the 
rubble from destruction, lots of 
it. And apartment houses cra- 
mmed to overflowing with 
people. Ail looked poor. Some 
looked dazed from the fighting. 
There were many young men 
with rifles, some stOl children.. 
There were pictures eve- 
rywhere of the Ayatollah 


Khomeini and Lebanon's van-' 
ished Imam Musa Sadr. 

I asked myself many que- 
stions on seeing this coverage. 
First I wondered why they had 
not done it before. There was 
nothing new in this. They could 
have done it back in the sura- 
■ raer of 1982 when the Israelis 
invaded. Maybe they did. But I 
did not see it. And in any case I 
doubt it The shots they sho- 
wed then of West Beirut were 
of the Rue Hamra, the Fifth 
Avenue of West Beirut, or the 
American Embassy and the 
American University. The 
poorer parts of West Beirut 
only appeared when the U.S. 
Marines were being fired on. 
And we American TV viewers 
.got glimpses of tall apartment 
buildings from which Amal 
fighters were shooting at Ame- 
ricans. 

Then, second, I wondered 
;why they decided to release 
'this coverage then. Here one 
must say to people outside and 
inside America that there is no 


centra] media planning council 
in the U.S. Things happen in 
very accidental ways. If one 
were to seek out a reason for 
this particular coverage, one 
most likely would find out that 
the CBS crew that night had a 
big “news hole,” and simply 
reached into their old file to fill 
it. 

Nevertheless, the fact rem- 
ains that they used it. And they 
used it at a time when the 
Iran- Iraq war was reaching a 
climax. And when the Geneva 
"reconciliation” talks were 
scheduled to resume in yet ano- 
ther attempt to bring peace to 
Lebanon. And they must have 
used it because the imagery is 
so powerful — East Beirut is 
rich and Christian and West' 
Beirut is poor and Muslim. Or. 
m terms of the television ima- 
gery, Shfite. And, of course, 
the political implications were 
clear: East Beirut is "rea- 
ctionary” and West Beirut is 
"revolutionary.” 

The message that CBS cov- 


erage conveyed must have 
been very clear to viewers. I 
must add that not that many 
people watch the news in the 
U.S. only 1 per cent of all TV 
viewers. Still the elites watch 
the news, or as we call them the 
"opinion-makers and policy- 
shapers.” That message was: 
there is a mighty revolution 
going on in the Middle East. 
And the implication, never 
spoken, but evident from other 
CBS coverage and com- 
mentaries, was that: We, the 
U.S., must stay out of it. 

The U.S., of course, is not 
going to stay out of the Middle 
East. In fact, despite the wit- 
hdrawal of Marines from Leb- 
anon. it is getting in deeper and 
deeper. How deep? No one 
knows. Maybe not even the 
policy-makers in Washington. 

We can guess from the scraps 
of news from the Gulf (Kbalij) 
that U.S. warships may be pre- 
pared to escort oil .tankers 
going from Kuwait to Ras Tan- 


ura so that the flow of Middle 
East oil can continue. We have 
thus replaced the British fleet 
which left in 1971. So while we 
pulled back from Lebanon, we 
are deeper into the Gulf — one 
step back, one step forward. 

Does the one step back also 
mean pulling back from the 
Camp David and Reagan plans 
.and the like which sought to 
impose a solution from the top 
down on the heads of people on 
the West Bank and the Gaza 
Strip? It would seem so. Nob- 
ody talks about Camp David or 
the Reagan plan any more. 

There have been many art- 
icles about the ShTites and the- 
Israelis in southern Lebanon. 
American newspaper readers 
know that most of the people in 
southern Lebanon are Shfites 
and they know of the growing 
Israeli worry and weariness, 
over their occupation. Looking 
at the CBS coverage I just men-; 
tioned they might say to the-f 
[□selves: Good God. it is good 


we pulled out of West Beirut. 
Even if wc still like the Israelis, 
the last things we need is to get 
involved in so complicated and 
messy... and bloody a conflict 
as one which is sparked by fam- 
ily fueds. ethnic hatreds, and 
now, once again, revolution. 

Does this mean the U.S. is 
going to become less involved 
in Syria-Lebanon-Israel-West 
Bank matters and more inv- 
olved in Gulf matters? It is pos- 
sible to draw this conclusion. 

Maybe I am giving too much 
significance to this one short 
television coverage. Yet U.S. 
TV. over a period of time, cre- 
ates images that stick to peo- 
ple's minds. The aggregate of 
images of Lebanon add up to 
one that commands not getting 
involved. There are few images 
on the Gulf beyond everyone's 
knowledge that the Gulf is vita] 
for world oil supply. If the U.S. 
is getting more deeply involved 
there, there is no issue that is 
being made of it on U.S. TV. ’ 


THE S2 billion U.S. financial aid to Israel, which has recently been approved 
by the l J.S. Senate Foreign Relations Committee is a new and serious aspect 
which supports the belief that the U.S. is not concerned about its deteriorating 
credibility in the area, and that h does not find it embarrassing to supply the 
Israeli aggressors with their financial requirements, thus assisting them not 
.only to go ahead with their terrorist plots against our kinsmen m the occupied 
Arab territories, but also to prepare for committing a new criminal venture 
against Iraq. Thus, the U.S. refuses but to perform the role of the full partner, 
who finances acts which do not honour the U.S. nor honour any state which 
respects its reputation and its status in the world. 

The new financial aid reminds us of Washington's refusal to supply Jordan 
with the anti-aircraft missiles, which Jordan had requested against payment. 
This incident makes it quite clear that America follows a different trend in 
dealing with Arabs, since at one tune it denies the Arabs the right to get 
defensive arms, while giving generous assistance to the Israeli aggressors who 
threaten the whole area. 

In the light of this blatant bias, the Arab citizens can not but describe U.S. 
practises against Arabs as hostile. He also finds it difficult to try to find an 
interpretation for such a hostile position. He can not say but that the Ame- 
rican policy-makers do their utmost to satisfy Israel and that they are Israelis 
more than the Israelis themselves. 

The generous U.S. aid to Israel is the strongest American factor against the 
establishment of a real and just peace in the area. Moreover, they are capable 

- of aggravating the dangers jeopardising progress in the Middle East area. This 
fact can not be ignored by the U.S., since in this case it escalate* U.S. hostility 
to the Arabs from a position of lack of credibility to a position of being a full 
partner with Israel, and thus impeding the establishment of stability in the 
area. 

- In order not to make peace subject to the wills of the two partners. Arabs 
have no choice but to work on restoration of peace by their hands and through 
their self-reliance in all fields, since it is absurd to imagine that some party 
might serve them peace on a silver plate. 


Al Dustour: Tireless effort 

THE RECENT visit by His Majesty King Hussein to Iraq and his meetings 
with Iraqi President Saddam Hussein are parts of King Hussein's untiring 
efforts to unify the Arab stand and to rally support for. the Arab cause. The 
visit reaffirms Jordan's firm stand towards Iraq- and its support of Iraq in its 
just war against Iran and the call on Arabs to stand by Iraq in its courageous 
confrontation of tbc Iranians. 

Despite the fact that the Iraq-lran war took the major part of negotiations 
between the two leaders, they did not ignore the current Arab situation, and 
the aggravation of Arab disputes, which are the main reasons for the wea- 
kness of Arabs and their disability to confront the challenges facing them. 

Within this framework it has been incumbent on Arabs to seek the best 
means to support the efforts aimed at bolding the forthcoming summit con- 
ference and guaranteeing its success. It is the only suitable framework for 
solving Arab disputes and creating a firm Arab stand, capable of dealing with 
such dangers and challenges. Along the lines of the meetings between tbe 
two-leaders, both the Jordanian and Iraqi sides held successful talks on 
bilateral relations between the two fraternal countries. 

Thus King Hussein’s recent visit to Iraq comes as another step on the path 
of national effort to which Jordan has been committed. 

Thursday’s 

Al Ra'i: Fraternal co-operation 

KING HUSSEIN" s talks with President Saddam Hussein of Iraq were part of 
contacts and consultations between the two leaders aimed at formulating a 
joint plan for confronting dangers and challenges. 

In view of the current developments and tbe seriousness of the situation in 
tbe region, the two leaders no doubt discuss the continued Iranian aggression 
on Iraqi territory and also the Zionist ambitions and conspiracies on tbe Arab 
Nation and ways to speed up the convening of an Arab summit to discuss 
urgent issues. 

The serious situation calls on other Arab leaders to get together and discuss 
ways of fending off threats and ways to mobilise their resources. It is time for 
all Arab leaders to follow tbe example of King Hussein and President Saddam 
Hussein by meeting and by transcending side differences and disputes. One of 
the most pressing problems at present is the Gulf war. and the Arab leaders 
should respond to call by their peoples and nations and meet to find a way for 
solving that problem and ending that war. 

King Hussein's meeting with the Iraqi president must serve as a reminder to 
other Arab heads of state that they aQ face common dangers and must 
therefore shoulder their responsibilities and try to find a solution to the many 
problems confronting their nation. 


Al Dustour ; Record plotting 

FORMER ISRAELI Defence Minister Ariel Sharon recently revealed that 
the Israeli government had been accessory to a plot for seceding southern Iraq 
from the rest of the country, and southern Sudan from the northern region. 
The statement clearly reflects Israel's traditional role in this region as a base 
for sabotage and destruction against the Arab and Islamic Worlds. 

It was Sharon, the main rival of Shamir for the Likud party' s leadership and. 
a man with record of terrorism and crimes against the Arabs, who announced 
that Israel was training agents and sending them to Sudan and Iraq to bring 
about tbe secession and so help to fragement the Arab world and weaken it. 
Israel is still pursuing its goals, and at present, it is supporting the Falangists in 
Lebanon in their drive to partition (be country and keep it in a weak state, 
unable to defend itself. 

Israel's admittance of conspiracies against its neighbours will no doubt 
disqualify it before the world as a state that claims desire to establish peace 
and live in security. Its complicity to undermine the peace and stability of 
other countries will reveal its true nature before the world and will expose its 
lies and untruthful claims. We hope that the United States will re -consider its 
position and examine Israel's roles in the region. Further U.S. aid to Israel will 
undoubtedly enco urage that state to pursue its destructive policies. The Arabs 
for their part should open their eyes wide and abort Zionist attempts to 
destroy them. 


Swat Al Shaab: Exemplary co-ordination 

KING HUSSEIN’S visit to Iraq and his talks with President Saddam Hussein 
manifest the two leaders' firm determination on maintaining their two cou- 
ntries' unity and joint action in the face of all challenges. Iraqi-Jordanian 
relations have always been exemplary and the leaders of the two countries 
have set a good example for all Arab leaders through co-operation and close 
co-ordination between their countries. 

Jordan has been supporting Iraq in the Gulf war because Iran is the 
aggressor and because Iraq is defending the whole Arab nation. It should be 
emphasised that Iraq has in the past came to tbe support and help of other 
Arab states including Jordan and had sent troops to fight the Israeli enemy in 
the Golan Heights and in Palestine. 

Any Jordanian support for Iraq is a help for brothers and friends. King 
Hussein's visit to Iraq was to manifest this stand and to underline the imp- 
ortance of Arab support for the Iraqi people in the face of Iranian aggression- 


Reagan's war against Nicaragua has a dirty precedent 


By Anthony Lewis 

BOSTON — Most Americans 
would be surprised. I think, to rea- 
lise that the United States is today 
involved in a war of terror and 
subversion against an int- 
ernationally recognised gov- 
ernment. 

War is what the operations of 
the so-called contras against the 
Nicaraguan government have 
become. In two years of funding 
by the CLA their numbers under 
arms have grown from a few hun- 
dred to 15,000. They raid villages 
and murder coffee-pickers in the 
fields. They do heavy economic 
damage by bombing and mining 
ports. They use high-powered 
speedboats to attack shipping in 
harbour. 

The Reagan administration 
defends all this as realism in a hard 
world: necessary measures to 
weaken a Leftist government that 
makes trouble in Central Ame- 
rica. But there is a precedent that 
mocks the, argument of realism. 

In June 1954 a coup organised 
by the CIA removed the elected 
president of Guatemala, Jacobo 


"Arbenz. The Eisenhower adm- 
inistration ran a massive dis- 
information campaign to paint 
him as a dangerous radical. 

The CIA called that venture 
"Operation Success”. Some suc- 
cess. In place of a democratic gov- 
ernment the United States ins- 
talled a colonel. Carlos Castillo 
Armas, and Guatemala began 
years of military rule, violence, 
torture and misery — years that 
have not ended. 

"Guatemala has the worst civil 
rights record of any country in 
South America.” Senator Jim Sas- 
ser of Tennessee says. Successive 
military leaders have slaughtered 
their people in an effort to stamp 
out rebellion. Amnesty Int- 
ernational, in a report this week 
on the use of torture by gov- 
ernments, mentioned thousands 
kidnapped in Guatemala between 
1978 and 1982, and corpses dum- 
ped by roadsides with flesh burned 
and limbs amputated. 

Has the interest of the United 
States been served in Guatemala? 
Hardly. Central America's most 
populous country has become a 
centre of, instability. 

A historian of tbe 1 954 coup. 


Ronald Schneider, said 10 years 
later "While the short-run out- 
come of tbe intervention in 1954 
was viewed at the time as a success 
for the United States in the Cold 
War. in a larger perspective it is 
increasingly difficult to see it as 
such. 

"Indeed, in light of subsequent 
events it might reasonably be con- 
sidered little short of disaster.” 

The story of the 1954 coup is 
told in chilling detail in a recent 
book, “Bitter Fruit,” by Stephen 
Schleslinger and Stephen Kinzer. 
It is chilling especially because it 
shows the'moral price paid by U.S. 
officials for involvement in such 
.dirty business. John Foster Dulles, 
his borther Allen and other Ame- 
ricans appear in shameful pos- 
tures. 

There is a worrying footnote to 
the Schlesinger-K inzer book. The 
authors got a good deal of official 
information on the U.S. role in the 
1954 coup, but they wanted the 
full records of the CIA. For five 
years the agency said it had only a 
few papers. The authors sued 
under the Freedorp of Inf- 
ormation Act, and the agency then 
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on the coup in its library but said 
they were too sensitive to pro- 
duce. 

Last month a federal judge in 
Washington upheld the CIA’s ref- 

— j — .. usaJ to produce 30-year-old. doc- 

discovered” 180,000 documents • uraents. ."Condfrioas in Central 


America are extremely sensitive 
today.” he said, "and any inf- 
ormation about past covert act- 
ivity by the United States in this 
area could have harmful effects.” 
_To . the , contrary, information 
about .what happened when tbe- ; 


United States used force and sub- 
version against a Central Ame- 
rican government 30 years ago 
could have highly beneficial eff- 
ects today. It could prevent rep- 
etition of disaster. — The New 
• ; York Times. 


Nixon , Ford made it possible , 
Reagan reaps election gains 


By Roger Crabb 

Reuter 

PEKING — Following in the foo- 
tsteps of Richard Nixon and Ger- 
ald Ford, President Ronald Rea- 
gan is planning an election-year 
nip to China in late April to reap 
the benefits of recently-improved 
relations. 

But while Mr. Nixon was tre- 
ading virgin soil in February 1972 
after decades of Sino-U.S. hos- 
tility. Mr. Reagan has the benefit 
of a dense network of diplomatic, 
trade, scientific and cultural ties 
with a huge potential for exp- 
ansion. 

- One thing that has not changed 
since Mr. Nixon and the late Pre- 
mier Chou Enlai signed the Sha- 
nghai Communique 1 2 years ago. 
is the two governments? fun- 
damental disagreement over 
nationalist-ruled Taiwan. 

For the first two years of the 
Reagan presidency, the Taiwan 
issue constantly threatened to 
provoke a full-blown crisis in rel- 
ations, normalised only in 1979 
under President Jimmy Carter. 

But since raid-1983 the two 
sides have shown considerable 
ingenuity in putting the wrangle to 
one side and concentrating instead 
on developing their economic rel- 
ationship. 

Senior Western diplomats said 
that in the interests of their nat- 
ional modernisation drive, the 
Chinese had accepted Mr. Rea- 
gan's August 1982 commitment to 
gradually phase out arms sales to 
Taipei. 

The statement was part of a 
delicately-worded joint com- 
munique in which China, without 
giving a pledge, expressed its int- 
ention of seeking re-unification 
with the island by peaceful means. 

At its height, the arms- 
for-Taiwan controversy thr- 
eatened to disrupt Smo-U.S. rel- 
ations across the board. China cut 
cultural links after a young tennis 
star defected to the U.S., trade 
stagnated and the sides argued for 
mouths about a textile agreement. 

Chinese leaders also began des- 
cribing the United States in the 
same terms as the Soviet Union, 
saying they were both heg- 
emonists seeking to dominate 
weaker countries. 

Both sides date the imp- 
rovement in ties to lasL May’s visit 
to Peking by Commerce Secretary 
Malcolm Baldrige, who brought 
news that the Reagan adm- 


inistration was at least ready to lift 
its embargo on exports of "dual 
purpose" high technology to 
China. 

Such equipment, designed for 
civilian purposes but with pot- 
ential military uses, includes com- 
puters and other material vital for 
China’s modernisation drive. 

China reacted positively and 
soon a new textile agreement was 
signed. Defence Secretary Caspar . 
Weinberger was in Peking off- 
ering to sell defensive arms, and 
Premier Zhao Ziyang and Pre- 
sident Reagan agreed to exchange 
visits. 

Diplomats in Peking said that 
for China to offer Mr. Reagan 
such a platform during his re- 
election campaign was a rem- 
arkable gesture, signifying that 
they now felt more comfortable 
dealing with him. 

Despite its use of the heg- 
emonist lag and its criticism of. 
Washington’s Central American 
and Middle East policies. Peking 
has indicated general approval of 
.the Reagan administration's 
tough line with Moscow. 

Even while deploring risks to. 
world peace caused by “U.S.- 
Soviet rivalry” Peking com- 
mentators make clear that. Was- 
hington's arms build-up is merely 
a response to the "Soviet threat.” 

China has said repeatedly it will 
not enter inio an anti-Soviet str- 
ategic alliance with the United 
States, as some U.S. officials once 
hoped. 

But diplomats believe the two 
have a basis for co-operation in 
their shared or similar views 00 
the Soviet presence in Afg- 
hanistan. Vietnam’s presence in 
Kampuchea, and the deployment 
of SS-20 missiles in the Soviet Far 
East capable of hitting targets in 
China, Japan. and South Korea, 

The diplomats also considered 
the recently-expressed concern by 
both Peking 'and Washington to 
avert an explosion of tensions on 
the Korean Peninsula as very sig- 
nificant. 

Bui despite the political imp- 
rovement between the two cap- 
itals. the economic relationship 
remains a minefield of potential 
problems. 

Bilateral trade last year fell to 
$4.4 billion, down 15 per cent 
from the record 1982 figure, lar- 
gely because of the long textile 
dispute. 

Treasury Secretary Donald 
Regan, . here last month pre- 
paring for Mr. Reagan’s visit, was 
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Nixon paved the way 

jolted when Finance Minister 
Wang Bingqian strongly attacked 
what he called Washington’s dis- 
criminatory trade policies, a clear 
reference to strict textile import 
curbs. 

But short-term prospects for a 
big surge in trade arc not good. 
Charles Freeman, the U.S. deputy 
head of mission iu Peking, said in 
Hong Kong earlier this month he 
believed there would be little 
growth this year. 

He added that China's export 
prospect in the American market 
would remain limited unless it 
diversified away from textiles. 

Treasury Secretary Regan rec- 
ently reached agreement with the 
Chinese on a double taxation agr- 
eement to encourage U.S. bus- 
inessmen to come to China. But 
the two sides have yet to conclude 
an investment guarantee treaty, 
which U.S. officials maintain 
would greatly stimulate American 
participation in joint ventures. 

Administration officials in 
Washington have said they hope 
the presidential visit will bring a 
new agreement on Chinese grain 
'purchases to replace the present 
four-year pact which expires in 
December. 

Partly because of a bumper 
1983 harvea and partly in ret- 
aliation for textile export curbs, 
China bought only 4.67 million 
tonnes of grain last year from the- 
U.S.. much less than its six- 
mtllion-tonne commitment. 

The administration officials 
have said other possible results of 
the visit could be expanded cul- 
tural and scientific exchanges, a 
long-delayed accord on nuclear 
power co-operation, greater high 
technology sales and the Peking's 
purchase of anti-aircraft and anti- 
tank missiles. 


U.S. maize for Zimbabwe politics 


By Peter Gregson 

Reuter 

HARARE — A U.S. decision to 
deliver badly-needed food grain 
to Zimbabwe was connected with 
agreement by the Harare gov- 
ernment to ease a tough security 
clampdown in troubled Mat- 
abeleland. Western diplomats said 
Wednesday. 

Tbe government announced 
easing of the two-month-old cla- 
mpdown in the southern province, 
home of half a million Ndebele 
people, only hours after the Uni- 
ted States signed an agreement on 
Monday to deliver 30.000 tonnes 
of staple maize. 

Diplomats claimed there was no 
formal link between tbc two dev- 
elopments but they were certainly 
connected. The security measures 
in southern Matabeletand pro- 
mpted widespread allegations that 
the Ndcbeles were starving bec- 
ause food could not get through. 

The ship carrying the maize is 
due to arrive next Monday in Port 
Elizabeth, South Africa from 
where the grain will be brought to 
Zimbabwe by rail. 

‘Td call this American bri- 
nkmanship," one diplomat said. 
"The clear implication was that if 
the agreement was not signed by 
the time the ship was due to dock it 
would be ordered to carry on and 
put in somewhere else up the coast 
where the maize is also needed." 

He added: "That is not to say 
the Zimbabweans gave in to pre- 
ssure, I think all the Western mis- 
sions here are pleased that they 
have acted practically on a matter 
that was certainly harming their 
image abroad." 

The diplomats said the U.S. had. 
insisted on assurances from Zim- 
babwe that the maize, a food aid 
grant worth $10.9 million, be dis- 
tributed equitably throughout the 
country. 

Signing the agreement, UJS. 
Charge D* Affaires Gibson Lan- 
pher said the aid was being pro- 
vided with the conviction that it 
would be used 1 1 to provide relief to 
all in need throughout Zim- 
babwe." 

"That proviso is essential under 
U.S. law” one American dip- 
lomat said. He denied that the 
U.S. had demanded the lifting of 
restrictions on Matabeleland. 
"However, we’re glad they did' 
that, it's a kind of double bonus.” 
he. added. 

State Security Minister Emm- 
erson Munangagwa announced 
that shops would be allowed to 
re-open and transport restrictions 
would be lifted because dissident 
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Robert Mugabe... getting under the American hammer 


activities in the area had been che- 
cked but a dusk-io-dawn curfew 
will remain in place. 

The restrictions went into force 
in early February as troops began 
a drive against armed dissidents in 
the region, power-base of opp- 
osition leader Joshua Nkorao. 

Last week. Father John Gough, 
an outspoken Catholic critic of 
farmer Prime Minister Ian Smith's 
white minority government, acc- 
used the present authorities of 
genocide against the Ndebeles 
through the restrictions. 

Several diplomats and aid wor- 
kers said the prospect of losing the 
U.S. food aid package was only 
one of a number of factors that led / 
to the easing of conditions in sou- 
thern Matabeleland. 

"The cost of maintaining the 
army operation alone was one fac- 
tor.” one diplomat said. 

"International concern that 
people ... were starving there, for-, 
eign press repons and diplomatic 
pressure here, particularly from 
the Scandinavians, must ail be 
taken into consideration,” he 
added. 

In his statement, Mr. Mdn- 
angagwa said journalists and other 
interested people would be taken 
into the area soon "to dispel unf- 
ounded allegations?' about army 
conduct. 

Diplomats said the maize, the 


first Zimbabwe, normally a food 
exporter, has had to import fol- 
lowing a devastating drought thr- 
oughout southern Africa, would 
arrive in the three main urban 
areas oF Bulawayo. Gweru and 
Harare from next week to be dis- 
tributed through government 
. agencies from there. 

Two other major consignments 
of maize are also on their way to 
alleviate Zimbabwe's critical food 
situation. 

Diplomats said a convoy car- 
rying 50.000 tonnes of maize from 
Malawi. 10.000 tonnes given by 
Britain and the rest purchased by 
Zimbabwe, had left on the road 
journey through the northwestern 
Mozambique province of Tete to i 
Harare. 

The route has been made haz- 
ardous because of attacks on con- 
voys by terrorists opposing the 
Mozambique governmenL The 
latest attack at the end of March 
destroyed 14 vehicles. 

Road hauliers said they had 
been assured their vehicles would 
have military escorts but refused 
to say if they would be Zjm- 
'babwean troops. 

: The diplomats added that C 
'60,000 tonnes of maize for Zim- 
babwe arrived in the South Afr- 
ican port of Durban last week 
under a private barter deal exc- 
hanging it for tobacco. 
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Our press suffers from lack of credibility 


Talking 

straight 


Marwari 


Muasher 


PICK ANY of our three Jor- 
danian Arabic daily newspapers. 
If, on any given day, you count less 
than fifteen headlines on the first 
page, the reason is likely to be an- 
overflow of an already large num- 
ber of advertisements on a page 
fiat that is supposedly concerned 
with the most important issues of 
; the day.' If you happen to find one 
story that is printed in fall on page 
1, without encountering an irr- 
itating “continued on page 23” 
phrase, you should buy a lottery 
ticket immediately. Your luck is 
probably shining that day. 

Seriously, the matter extends 
far beyond the inconvenience of 
having to turn to another page to 
complete reading a news Hera. 
The fact is that the first page in our 
Arabic dailies (The Jordan Times, 
to be fair, is much better in this 
regard) is not more than an index, 
or a table of contents, if not an 
outright advertisement page som- 
etimes. Newspaper editors the- 
mselves attest to this state of aff- 
airs, but claim it is a direct, if und- 
esirable, consequence of public 
demand. They complain of an 
unhealthy ' competition . among 
newspapers to print as many hea- 
dlines as possible on page 1, in 


satisfaction of the Jordanian rea- 
der. 

Even though they are certainly 
not satisfying me (I'm too lazy to 
keep turning pages), I think the 
editors' claim is true. However, 1 
think there are valid reasons beh- 
ind this phenomenon, ones that go 
back to our newspapers’ practices 
in the past and at present. 

I think it is fair to say that there 
is a common feeling among Jor- 
danians, not only at the int- 
ellectual level, but at all levels, 
that our newspapers do not print 
much valuable information bey- 
ond the headlines, themselves, 
often misleading. Therefore, there 
is ao need to read the whole new. 
The headlines are sufficient in 
providing the general idea about 
what is going on, and any further 
information is picked up from 
rumours, BBC news service, and 
the like rather than from the new- 
spaper. As such, no inconvenience 
is encountered in turning to page 
23, because few do it anyway. 

Would I be exaggerating if 1 cla- 
imed that the average Jordanian 
has lost complete faith in our news 
media, particularly our new- 
spapers? We even use a common 
expression, “newspaper talk," to 


denote exaggeration, lade of cre- 
dibility, and sometimes out- 
straight lying. We feel, rightly so I 
am afraid, misinformed. Today, 
exaggerating or “twisting” the 
news is not a haphazard occ- 
urrence in our newspapers, but a 
consistent practice that has bec- 
ome so obvious it no longer is able 
to fool the average layman. Mor- 
eover, reporting news should sup- 
posedly be exactly that, detached 
of any personal or emotional fee- 
tings accompanying the report. A 
news item is an account of what 
happened, not a passing of jud- 
gement. And yet, news items are 
tittered with personal opinions, 
biased views, and flowery rhe% 
tone. . 

Another reason for this 
“headline-reading^ phenomenon 
is that what the papers consider 
major stories worth printing on 
page 1 are often not major at all to 
the readers, f don't know what 
priority system our newspapers 
use. but it is rather evident that it is 
in need of a major revision. It is 
preposterous that a stroy like 
major clashes in Lebanon, a dev- 
astating earthquake somewhere in 
the world, or the meeting of two 
important world leaders, should 


take the backseat to some uni- 
mportant local event, or an adv- 
ertisement. There is an unf ul fi lled 
need to focus on the real issues in 
our world. Many of these issues 
are understandably local for us. 
Every society tends to place more 
■ importance on itself than the rest 
of the world. But things should be 
taken in the proper perspective. 
Let us face it, we are not the focal 
point of the world. 

We read much of the same 
things each day. The continuation 
of the Arab-Isntcli conflict, the 
Iraq-Iran war,. the Lebanese tra- 
jedy, are such abundant themes 
that we might have developed an 
apathy towards reading about 
them each day. But it is a pity that 
in the absence; of any news ana- 
lysis gnf i m eaningf ul editorials, 
the paper reduces to an exercise in 
social reading, where people get 
their information on who died, 
who got married, and who “came 
back to Jordan armed with the 
highest degrees to serve the fat- 
herland”. It would be interesting 
indeed to survey how many people 
read the papers' editorials. I 
would guess they are the least read 
items in the whole paper (after 
page 23). For they remain a rep- 


etition, a re -statement, of what 
happened, rather than an analysis, 
a viewpoint, or a stand on issues. 

Reasons behind this “quality” 
of our papers are numerous. I 
choose to talk about two of them 
today. The first is that news rep- 
orting is still short of an est- 
ablished profession here. We have 
very few reporters who are active 
in going after news, travelling to 
the scenes of events, interviewing 
people, and having a sense of what 
is important and what is not. True, 
our papers financial resources 
might not allow such activities 
often, but the fact remains that 
due to the lack of such activities, 
the paper has to rely od wire ser- 
vices most of the time. Thus, a 
generation of “translator?' of 
news develops rather than one of 
“reporters” of news. 

Such a passive activity as 
remotely-sensed news is not con- 
ducive to the development of a 
healthy environment where a 
paper is aware and appreciative of 
the ethics of the reporting pro- 
fession, allowing itself to set high 
enough standards as to distinguish 
between what constitutes a news 
report and what is junk. Fur- 
thermore, whoever is translating 


the news is obviously taking lib- 
. erties with the original text in an 
. attempt to make the news item dif- 
ferent from competition, which 
has 'the same source of inf- 
ormation. In the absence of eth- 
ical codes governing the pro- 
fession, fite trend is towards sen- 
sationalist “translations", or rep- 
orting if you want to call it that, 
that at best is a twisted form of 
reality. 

The second reason is npore imp- 
ortant. In ail fairness to'our new- 
spapers, we cannot hope for much 
improvement so long as we do not 
have a free press. At present, what 
we have are quasi-state papers, 
that iterate state policy, with mar- 
ginal differences in form and con- 
tent. It is still bevond me whv we 
have three Arabic dailies when a 
i city like Washington, D.C., has- 
only one. and even further beyond 
my comprehension why many 
read more than one Jordanian 
Arabic newspaper a day. 

If the government is serious 
about raising the political as well 
as cultural awareness of people, 
one of its first acts should be the 
establishment of a free press, 
something we categorically do not 


have at the moment. It is true that 
a free press does not immediately 
guarantee credible newspapers. 
But it is cenainly one of the first 
prerequisites to such a feat. It is 
about time that our press is made 
more independent of the Ministry 
of Information. 

Jordanians can look with pride 
at the economic security their 
country enjoys. Jordanians can 
boast about all the advancements 
made in roads, health and basic 
needs. Bui it is ironic that while 
Jordan supposedly has one of the 
highest standards of education in 
the region, Jordanians cannot 
claim that such standards reflect 
themselves in the quality of their 
newspapers. Jordanians cannot 
claim their newspapers arc sup- 
erior in quality to all others in the 
region. 

Just as 1 am proud of my cou- 
ntry's material achievements, t 
I6ok forward to the day when 1 can 
be equally proud of Jordanian int- 
ellect and awareness. Without' a 
free press and presentable new- 
spapers. any argument that we do 
indeed possess such qualities, luc- 
king solid evidence, remains 
shaky. 
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American Jazz Quartet celebrates 30 


By Melvin Maddocks 

THIRTY YEARS ago the Mod- 
em Jazz Quartet made the first 
recordings to give its name public 
prominence. And so a birthday 
was recently celebrated by this, 
group of fine musicians — the nea- 
rest thin g to a chamber music ens- 
emble that Americadjazz has ever 
known. 

Thirty years ago a lot of jazz 
music in the United States was 
marked by high-note trumpets 
and double-time saxophones. 
Bedop (a musical spin-off of 
American jazz) had become the 
fashion. 

John Lewis, the pianist of the 
Modern Jazz Quartet, who refers 
to himself as its “musical dir- 
ector,” has stated his manifesto: 
“I think that the audience for jazz 
can be widened if we strengthen 
our work with structure. The imp- 
rovised and written (musical) sec- 
tions should not take on too much 
complexity — the total effect must 
be within the mind's ability to app- 
reciate.” 

So, while bop musicians in pad- 
ded shoulders and fancy hats were 
playing to nightclub patron with 
their overpowering originality, the 
modern Jas .Quartet, in Mack 
ties, cultivated the concert hall 
scene, distinguishing itself as the 
first jazz ensemble to become 
famous for being subdued. 

With all the dignity of a musical 
string quartet, the Modern Jazz 
Quartet substantially redefined 
the possibilities of jazz. Even after • 
30 years one can feel a delicious 
little surprise, watching John 1 


Lewis hunch over his piano key- 
board to perform “MedHational 
Excursion^" while Percy Heath, 
tall and aristocratic, bends over his 
string bass fiddle as if h were his 
partner in a minuet. 

Connie Kay, rather looking like 
a scholar on sabbatical, hardly 
seems a drummer at all as he fus- 
ses delicately with chimes, wood- 
blocks, and whispery cymbals. 

Even Milt Jackson, the qua- 
rtet’s vibraharpist, gentles his 
vibes with, one ear cocked, as if 


they possess all the lovely frailty of 
a harpsichord. 

This is jazz? 

Isn't jazz supposed to be spo- 
ntaneous, random, free-form? 
Here everything is as nicely taut as 
a Bach fugue. 

Isn’t jazz supposed to exist for 
the benefit of the soloist? Here 
everything fits together for one 
common effect almost too nearly. 

Pan anything this gentle, this 
urbane, be jazz? 


The Modern Jas Quartet has. 
not refined the life out of jazz by 
adding luster and elegance. Rat- 
her, it has put a polish on all that 
vigour. 

What a pleasure it is in art — in 
any human enterprise — to find 
the virtues of wit, intelligence, and 
sensibility celebrated! Is to too 
much to ask for another 30 years 

— more or less exactly — from the 
Modern Jazz Quartet? — The 
Christian Science Monitor. 



Greek theatre travels to provinces 


Jazz Quartet.- 


thing to chamber music ensemble 


By Bruce Clark 

Reuter 

KALAMATA, Greece — Greek. 
Arts Minister Melina Mercouri is 
sending theatre companies to the 
provinces as part of a crusade for 
“cultural decentralisation”. 

Last month, shortly after att-. 
ending a show on New York’s 
Broadway, she travelled to this 
provincial southern Greek town to 
attend the first night of “ Attalus 
the Third" by Marxist poet Costas 
Vamalis. 

“I went to Peter Brook* s ‘Car- 
men’ in New York — a wonderful 
production — but when 1 came 
here I had no feeling I was coming 
down to something on a lower 
level,” a jet-lagged Mercouri told 
Reuters afterwards. 

Moving the arts from Athens to 
the culture-starved provinces has 
been one of Ms. Mercouri's key 
aims since she became culture 
minister in Greece’s left-wing 
government two-and-half years 
ago. 

Kalamata, a town of 40,000, is 
devoted chiefly to the man- 
ufacture of olive oil and cigarettes. 
Now three serious modern Greek 
plays alternate at two brand new- 
theatres there. ' 

Ms. Mercouri who won world 
fame when she starred in the film 
■“Never on Sunday”, says she is 
fully satisfied with the result. And 
an audience ranging from proud 
Kalamatans to Athens socialites 
down for the day agreed that hig- 
hly professional productions were 
a welcome innovation in a place 
like this. 


“Attalus the Third” depicts 
popular protests when the king of 
Pergamum in Asia Minor gave his 
kingdom to Rome in 133 B.C. 

Its ideological message was obv- 
ious — some people thought too 
obvious — in a modern Greece 
where leftists often accuse the 
upper r.la<ts of having sold out the 
country to the West in general and 
the United States in particular. 

But if there were doubts about 
the play, the actors — most of 
them worldly Athenians who said 
it was a novel, but pleasant, exp- 
erience to spend a season here — 
won warm praise. 

Ms. Mercouri said: “It was a 
fine production, and it would have 
been fine wherever it had been 
played.” 

Like much else in Greece, the- 
atre has until now been con- ' 
centrated almost exclusively in 
Athens. Over 40 houses in the 
sprawling capital serve up a mix- 
ture of classical works, foreign 
plays and — most often — roi- 
stering political satire recalling 
Aristophanes in mood if not alw- 
ays in quality. 

This is the first season in which 
town halls in Kalamata, in Crete . 

^Island and in the northern towns 
of Ioannma, Vena and Larisa 
have been able to run their own 
theatres, with a mixture of local 
amateurs and professional actors . 
from Athens. 

The idea, Ms. Mercouri exp- 
lained, is for the acting troupes to 
stay in provincial towns for six 
months, mix with the locals, enc- 
ourage local cultural activity, and 
have an influence extending bey- 



Melina Mercouri... cultural decentralisation 
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ond the plays themselves. 

Eva Kotamanidou, press spo- 
keswoman for the Greek Actors’ 
Union, said she hoped that the 


experiment would succeed, "not 
just because it will mean more 
jobs, but also because it really off- 
ers something to the provinces.” 


L 


HOTELS 


Jl 


RESTAURANTS 


MISC. 


_l 


{*> 


ROTEI^ORDUr INTER’ CONTI VEVftl 



Bom^cmw wTEJKwnuviu 

B LUNCH 
IB 





wjj'J L .ui ■ ■ — i 

/ / h J /v i. 1 ' 7 k V 1 3 ( i!( K < ' Ik • h 4 


Join Our Programme fit u 
with SHIBAlLERANESE DANCE 
GROUP 

LEBANESE SINGER MARY MORAD 
FRENCH BAND CLAUD BESNOU 
TASTE OF ASIA 
Every Sunday night 
at 

Trl Moooo/n i AL MADAFA RESTAURANT 

*« eooo/ « 1 “FAR EAST SPECIALITIES’’ 


in " I unchfixi liuffi t 




* Panoramic 
view 

* Relaxing 
atmosphere 
to the music 
of Boudi and * 
westor A 



JO*** 

for reservations 

™662831 

Strove isani 


RESTAURANT 

CHINA 

Alrconditioned 

The first & best 
Chinese Restaurant 
in Jordan 

1st Circle. Jabal Amman; 
near Ahliyyah Girls School 

Open daily 
12:00 - 3:30 p.m. 
6:30 p.m. - Midnight - 
Tel. 38968 


r 



OASIS 
LOUNGE 

PASS A COUPLE OF 
CAREFREE HOURS. 
LISTENING TO LIVE 
ENTERTAINMENT 
6 P.M. - lO P.M. 




Reg ina's % 

am man’s leading 
discotheque 
open every night 
from 9 p.m. 
a meeting place for 
the dressed people 



To advertise, in 
this section 



Phone 666320 . 






AMMAN AND AQABA 

Offer typical Chinese Mandarin cuisines and 
take away 

For quick lunch: 1 soup 1 main dish, 

1 rice 1 tea or soft drink JD 2.500 
Fully airconditioned 

Amman Aqaba ~ 

.Tel. 661922 P.0. Box 9676 
Wadi Saqra Road 
Near Holiday. Inn Hotel 


Tel. 4633 P.O. Box 598 
Amman Road 
Near the Main Circle 


. 

The place for 
the Gourmet 

Delicious Cuisine] 
Fresh Fish 
Lebanese Mezzasl 
Excellent Service 

Tel: 842171 
842172 


To advertise in 
this section 




^CHINESE^ 


TAIWAN 

TOURISMO 

3rd Circle. Jabal Amman 
Opp. Akilah Hospital 

Try our specialities 
Peking Duck 
and Flaming Pot 
Traditional Chinese dishes 
Open daily 

12:00 - 3 JO pjn. 

(JO p.m. • midnight 

TdL 41093 . 


CHINA 

RESTAURANT 

ABOVE H0MAM 
_ SUPERMARKET 

The first and best Chinese 
J restaurant 
in Aqaba 
Take - away service ava- 
ilable 

Open daily' 1 1 .30 ’■* 3:30 - and 6:30 
11:00 

AQABA, Tel. 4415 
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fcA WHENEVER VOU ARE IN 
3MMAN, THERE IS NO BETTER 

70 RENT than 
SHAKHSHIR RENT 



Executive Jet Charter 
* Aircraft Maintenance ' 
Middle East and Europe 
For details and reservations:! 
call TH. SI 99 4, 94484, 93488 
(24hrs). 

Tlx: 28608 WINGS JO 


SHAKHSHIR 



RnentAC ar 


M'ddlc^EaaHoie! 

AMMAN. JORDAN 


SCANDINAVIAN 

SHOWROOM- 


☆ Living rooms 

☆ Diring rooms 

☆ Bedroom sets 

☆ \ Atell units 
☆Lighting fixtures 
☆Club B for children • / 
☆Modem Danish design 

☆ F=eather upholstery 

☆ Danish-Pack Homes 
☆Tax-free if applicable 

TaL 663800 Civtl ttofence street 



.The youtnful 
style with an 
aye to the futu:< 



i 


CROWN 

INTERNATIONAL 

ESTABLISHMENT 

packing, shipping, 
forwarding, 
international moving, 
storage, clearing, 
door-to-door service 


Agents ail over the world 

I Tel: 684090 Tic 22205 BESUCO JO I 
Cable: NumMoo. 

P.O. Box 926*57 
AMMAN JORDAN 
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To advertise in 
this sedtion 



Phone 666320 
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a Sports 


Asia-Oceania Olympic soccer 
finals begin in Singapore 


JORDAN TIMES, SATURDAY 


SINGAPORE (R) — A 10-nation soccer tournament 
begins here Saturday to decide three Olympic berths 
from the Asia-Oceania zone. 


Asian Cup holders Kuwait and 
arch-rivals Iraq and New Zealand 
are strongly tipped to make the 
journey to the Olympic Games at 
Los Angeles in July. 

Kuwait, who will kick off the 
16-day tournament against Bah- 
rain. are supremely confident that 
they will not only breeze through 
the Asia-Oceania final round, but 
also capture an Olympic soccer 
medal. 

Sports officials here said, how- 
ever. that the other teams &om 
Saudi Arabia, Bahrain. Qatar. 
South Korea. Japan, Thailand and 
Malaysia all packed enough power 
to upset the favourites. 

“We want to uphold our pre- 
stigious ranking as Asia's number 
one soccer power. Our target is to 
win a soccer medal at Los Ang- 
eles," said Kuwaiti team manager 
Prince Sheikh Fahad AJ Ahmad. 


Kuwait represented Asia in the 


1 980 Olympics in Moscow and the s jj,j e partisan Asian crowd, and 
1982 World Cup finals in Spam the humid here, New 

■Hie Kuwaitis have a star-studded Zealand still remains one of the 
lineup, but the most prominent favourites to stake a claim for the 
among them are striker Faisal Ah Olympic berth . 

AI Dakheel and defender Abdul gome of ^ top playere w ho 

Aziz AJ Beloustu. were at the 1982 World Cup finals 

Iraq, who won the Asian Games j n jj 2ve ] e ft t jj e squad, but 
gold medal in New Delhi two Allan JoQes sal± have 

years ago, said that their pro- ^ confidence in my team." 
longed war against Iran had not Saudi Arabia could well emerge 
affected their soccer prowess as the “dark horse" of the tou- 
Iraq made it to the quarter- t h e officials said. Qatar 

finals before losing to Eaa Ger- aod Samh Korea ^ rould Qgt ^ 
many 1-0 in the 1980 Moscow dismissed lightly, they added. 
Olympics. The present team, Japan, thl only Asian country 
comprising young players from tQ win M OIyrapic medal 

the military, police and uni- when they clinched the bronze in 
versifies, recently won the P al- 196S , may cause some shock res- 

C"?™ M ? roc “ 311(1 the uhs, warned coach Takaji Mori. 
Gulf Cup Championships. The tournament is played in two 

Both the Kuwaitis and Iraqis groups. The group champions and 
have vowed to knock out New ^ nners fi of pla y^ff 

ween the group runners-up will 
qualify for Los Angeles. 

In Group * A’ are Kuwait, Bah- 
rain. Saudi Arabia, South Korea, 
New Zealand. 


DELUXE FURNISHED APARTMENT - 
FOR RENT 

First floor consisting of two bedrooms, salon, dining 
room, glassed-in veranda, modern kitchen, a veranda 
with a full automatic washing machine, deluxe fur- 
niture, colour TV, separate telephone, and central hea- 
ting. 

Location: Southern Um Uthaina, 5th Circle area, near 
Narcotics Control Bureau. 

Lease on yearly contract basis. 

Call Tel. 812440 and 814462 


No decision to hold Plymouth 
special Olympic meeting p £ U p 


plan to re-write 
history at Villa F 


Zealand. Kuwait said the Kiwis 
should not have been included in 
the tournament because geo- 
graphically New Zealand does not 
belong to Asia. 

Despite the Arab threat, a pos- 


L AUSANNE, Switzerland (R) — Summer Olympic Games in Los 
The director of the International Angeles and the Soviet National 


Olympic Committee (IOC) Friday 
denied that an emergency meeting 
of the executive board was pla- 
nned for April 24 to discuss Soviet 
complaints about the Los Angeles 
Games. 

“No plans have been made to 
hold a meeting of the executive 
board in the near future," IOC 
Director Monique Berlioux told 
Reuters. However, she left open 
the possibility that a special mee- 


ting of some kind might be called charges. 


Olympic Committee (NOC) cal- 
led for an emergency IOC mee- 
ting. 

IOC sources said a message was 
received from the Soviet Olympic 
Committee this week requesting 
talks on Moscow’s complaints that 
the U.S. was breaking Olympic 
roles and mountin g an anti-Soviet 
campaign. 

Olympic organisation officials 
in Los Angeles have denied the 


before a scheduled meeting of the 
executive board at tbe end of May. 


On Thursday the NOC met in 
Moscow to discuss its approach to 


“At the moment, there is no- the Los Angeles Games and in- 
decision." she said. ormed Soviet sources said it would 

Earlier this week Moscow con- probably decide provisionally to 
demned U.S. preparations for tbe attend. 


Briton favourite for Boston race 


BOSTON (R) — Britain’s Geoff 
Smith has emerged as tbe man the 
rest have to beat when a field app- 
roaching 7,000 starts tbe 88th 
Boston Marathon on Monday. 

The 30-year-old from Liv- 
erpool qualified for the race after 
running two hours nine minutes 
eight seconds in finishing second 
in the New Yoxk Marathon last 
October. 


FURNISHED APARTMENTS FOR RENT 

in Shmeisani 

7- Two bedrooms, salon, dining room, bathroom, kitchen, private 
entrance, garage and garden with telephone and central heating. 
2- One bedroom, salon, bathroom, kitchen and garden, with central 
heating and telephone. 

Can TeL 668283 


And his determination to suc- 
ceed will have been sharpened by 
the knowledge that victory here 
will guarantee his selection for 
Britain’s Olympic team. 

Many world class runners have 
chosen to miss the event in favour 
of competing in the American 
Olympic trials being held in Buf- 
falo, New York, next month. 


LONDON (R) — Third division 
Plymouth make an historic pil- 
grimage to Birmingham Saturday 
intent on .re-writing English soc- 
cer’s record books. 

No third division side have ever 
reached the final of the Football 
Association (F.A.) Cup, but man- . 
ager John Hore’s side, who meet 
first division Watford in their sem- 
ifinal at Villa Park, will be seeking 
to just that 

Plymouth, nicknamed “the Pil- 
grims", slipped perilously close to 
the relegation zone on Tuesday 
night after losing 2-1 at home to 
Wimbledon. But despite his side's 
dismal league form, Hore remains 
confident bis side can — and will 
— dispatch Graham Taylor's imp- 
ressive Watford to book a trip to 
Wembley on May 19. 

“The cup run has affected the 
players,” he said. “With the cup 
on our minds we have not been 
working as "hard in our league 
games. We have been waiting for 
the semifinal too long. 

“Watford are a strong, forceful 
side but I am more concerned with 
how we play than how they play.” 

Meanwhile Watford, also aim- 
ing to reach their first F.A. Cup 
final, have put defender Neil Price 


FOR RENT 

Two deluxe fully furnished flats each of three bedrooms, with 
central heating and telephone. 

Contact tet: 42741 for appointments 


on standby in case fullback Wilf 
Rostron fails to recover from a 
knee injuiy. Price has the benefit 
of knowing more than most about 
Plymouth — he recently spent a 
month on loan with the club and 
was there when the two sides were 
paired in the semifinal draw. 

The other semifinal at AnenaT s 
Highbury home pairs Sou- 
thampton and Everton, two rather 
■more experienced cup cam- 
paigners. 

Southampton, who for much of 
the season have been ihe fav- 
ourites, won the cup for the only 
time in 1976 after beating then 
third division Crystal Palace in 
their semifinal. 

But their hopes of returning to 
Wembley could hinge on whether 
captain and midfielder inspiration 
Sieve Williams makes a full rec- 


overy from. a knee injury. W3* 
Items has missed bis tWt lay 
three games and 
telling his knee dai^ipracticr 
match Thursday. 

Southampton's other mjtfry 
worries, former England : m- 
ernationak Mick Mills tod Fable 
Worthington are bath expected is 

play. 

Everton manager Howard , 
Kendall has already tamed tal- 
ented winger Terry Curran as a 
definite starter for the match bulla 
yci to decide on 10 other names to 
play alongside tuna. 

Everton. beaten by Liverpool in 
the League Cup final !** month, 
have undergone a dramatic tra- 
nsformation in their form voce the 
start of the year and will be more 
than anxious to make up for their 
r j-aont- Cup disappointment. 


A LUXURY FURNISHED FLAT TO LET 

Spacious beautifully furnished ground floor. Two Bedrooms. Salon. 
Dining & Sitting Rooms, T.V., Telephone and Garden. 

Call 668532/666038/844343 


5 DELUXE MODERN APARTMENTS FOR RENT 

Each apartment comprises of one bedroom, salon, dining area, fully equipped 
kitchen, and central heating. - ■ 

Location: Behind Al Dustour newspaper building and the Holiday Inn. 

Call; 663362 between 2:00 - 3:30 p.m. and 
41398 from 9 a.m. - 12:30 p.m. 


RESIZE WISE, 
JOB SMART 
SHARP CORER 



Now get reduced or enlarged copies automatically 
at the touch of a key. The new compact SF-760 
copier has 2-modes of reduction and 2-modes of 
enlargement for expanded copying versatility and 
creativity. Thanks to the original size sensor, there 
is no wasted paper, no frustration. You get your 
desired reduction first time, every time. 

The SF-760 from Sharp. It is size wise and job 
smart 


R 


•2 modes of Reduction and Enlargement 

• Original Size Sensor and Automatic Paper 
Selector for error-free reductions and 
enlargements 

•Dual Cassette System for more convenience 
and copy flexibility 

■ Clamshell Design, Self -diagnostic Function, 
and Simulation Function for quick, simplified 
maintenance 

NAIM S. EL-FAR & CO. 

Prince Moh'd Str. (Near City Hotel). .Tel: 41600/44296 

P.O. Box 219, Amman, Jordan 


You are welcome to visit our stand at the "First Computers and Electronics Show’ 
at the Amman Holiday Inn Hotel between April 14 & 76, 1984. 


FOR RENT 

Modem furnished apartments consists of 

a) - Three bedrooms, two living rooms, dining room, kitchen, 

two bathrooms, and three balconies. 

b) One bedroom, living-dining room, kitchen and bathroom. 

Central heating and telephone. 

■ Location : Shmeisani , near Birds’ Garden. 

TeL 41443 


Housemaid or Houseboy 

Wanted for European family, full-time and 
live-in, own rooms will be provided, must like 
little dog. 

Please call 812227 



You may have known us by different names, 

m&m marker 


RA/N SPRAT 

SAKUAWN H:M HYDRO RAIN 

You will always know us by our products 


Bi-Wall “ tubing 

..Jurt>o-Key™, Key Clip", E-2' drip emitters 
Micro Jet" Jets 
Waterbfrd™ mini-sprinklers 
Imp rM . Browning sprinklers 
Pope Premier™, President™, Monsoon™. 
Typhoon™ Sprinklers 
Rain Spray Sprinklers 


RiS polyethylene hose 

Hydro Rain™ Valves and Controllers 

Safe-T-Lawn Sprinklers 

Pope Garden products 

Rain Jet consumer products 

Pope Water Winch Travelling irrigators 

Loc-Eze\ Ring-Loc™, Drip-Loc™ fittings 

Turbo-Vac™. Clear-Flo™ Filters 

Radix™ Separators 




■M 

IRRIGATION 



James Hardie 

Irrigation 

P.O. Box 3244 

Amman^Jordan 

Tel: 37003, Telex 21657 


Local Agent: 

RISAD 

Tel: 778974 

Amman-Jordan 


Cinema Tel: 677420 

CONCORD 

the night of 
FATIMA’S 
ARREST 

(Colour) 

“ Arabic film 1 ’ 


Performances: 3:30. 6:15, 9.-00 
p.m. Additional performances: 
Fridays and Sundays at 10:30 
p.m. Car park available. 


Cinema 

fL-HUSSEiN 

Tel: 22117 




Performances: 12-3 - 5:30-8 


Cinema 

RfilNBOW 

Tel: 25155 ^ 


Performances: 3:30-6 - 8:30 


Cinema 


Tel: 23171 


Performances; 12-3 - 5:30-8 


Cinema 

BffSMflN 

Tel: 30126 


Performances: 12-3 - 5:30-8 


Cinema 

PALESTINE 

Tel: 22117 

'BRUCE LEE 
THE DRAGON 
HERO 

"Kbrate” 

(Colour) 

THE MIGHTY 
KADAR 

“Indian film" 
Performances: 12-3-/ 


Cinema " 

HflGHNDflN 

Tel: 22198 

^ !$***' ■ 

Performances: 12-3^51^8 
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Emadi urges Arab states to boost 
investments in industry, agriculture 


ABU DHABI (R) — Thehead of 
an Arab economic development 
f fund Thursday urged Arab cou- 
' nines to increase investment in 
, industry and agriculture, which he 
said faced serious problems. - 
y Dr.' Mohammad A1 Emadi, 
* director-general of the Arab Fund 
„ for Economic and Social Dev- 
elopment, said: “Despite theJoc- 
, rease in financial support to agr- 
iculture and industry to S3.22 bil- 
lion in 1983, efforts are still nee- 
. ded to invest more in these two 
basic sectors which are both det- 
. erioradng” 

Addressing a conference of 
. Arab development institutes. Dr. 
Emadi said a number of Arab sta- 
tes which enjoyed agricultural 
self-sufficiency and surpluses dur- 
' ing the 1970s had seen food pro- 
duction, decline by a half. 

1 He did not name the countries, 
j Representatives of 13 Arab 
! countries and 200 financial ins- 
I titutions, together with leading 
I Arab economists, are taking pan 
: in the three-day conference, the 
i . second of its kind organised by the 


Arab fund and the Abu Dhabi 
Fund for Arab Economic Dev- 
elopment.. 

Dr. Emadi said food production 
in the Arab World had been fal- 
ling at an annual 2.4 per cent rate, ■ 
and the countries? combined trade 
deficits In agricultural products 
had widened to $182 billion in 
1 982 from $400 million at the beg- 
inning of the 1970s. 

He blamed limited irrigation 
and consequent heavy dep- 
endence on uncertain rainfall, the 
absence of advanced technology 
and the small area of land in the 
Arab World suitable for agr- 
iculture. 

He said the contribution of pri- 
mary industry, such as mining and 
soil production, to Arab eco- 
nomies had declined to 38.9 per 
cent of Gross National Product in 
1982 from 46.4 percent in 1975. 

The share of secondary industry 
showed little change in the period, ■ 
rising only to 9.5 per cent from 8.2 
per cent 

He said secondary industry was 


hampered by highoperaring costs, 
low productivity, difficulties in 
coming to terms with technology, 
low penetration of local markets 
and ao inability to compete with 
foreign companies. 

Loans for agricultural inv- 
estment by specialised financial 
institutions in 12 Arab countries 
came to $1.8 billion in 1982, 22 
per cent of total investment in the 
sector. 

Dr. Emadi called on the ins- 
titutions to mobilise economic 
resources and cooperate with 
Arab development funds. 

Mr. Naser A1 Noweis. 
director-general of the Abu Dhabi 
fund, said the fact that specialised 
financial institutions were gen- 
erally dependent on governments 
or central banks reduced their eff- 
ectiveness. 

He said the institutions were 
also allocating only a small share 
of their resources on agricultural 
and industrial investment com- 
pared with the high level of inv- 
estment in the construction and 
building sectors. 


U.S. retail sales register 
steepest fall in over a decade 


Nigeria sacks 3000 civil servants 


LAGOS (R) — Nigeria's military 
government, continuing its purge 
of the bureaucracy, has sacked a . 
further 3,000 civil servants wor- 
king in federal ministries. 

An announcement said most of 
those sacked, nearly all junior 
staff, had been dismissed for rea- 
sons of health, inefficiency or age. 

Since taking power in a Dec. 31 
coup, the military have purged 
many senior civil servants and 
thousands of workers have been 
shed from the payrolls of badly 
indebted state gpvemments- 

The government says the aim of 
what is to be a continuing ope- 
ration is to produce an efficient - 
bureaucracy out of the currently 
bloated administration. 

Meanwhile. Nigeria’s oil output 
this mouth has fallen back to the - 
1 .3 million barrels per day (b/d) 
quota level set by the Org- 
anisation of Petroleum Exporting 
Countries (OPEC), industry sou- 
rces said Thursday. 

The reduction from around .1 5 
million b/d in the first quarter fol- 


lowed a government derision last 
month to fall back to the OPEC 
quota IeveL 

However, producing companies 
fear that output after this month 
could be seriously affected by a 
delay in getting import licences to 
bring in badly needed lubricating 
oil and spare parts. 

The companies are waiting anx- 
iously for lienees promised by the 
commerce ministry but which 
have still not come through. 

The shortage of libricating oils 
has already forced some com- 
panies to close down a few smaller 
wells, in order to switch their rem- 
aining stocks to bigger ones to 
keep production going. 

Shell Nigeria, the biggest pro- 
ducer and R0 per cent owned by 
the government, has been given a 
special licence to import such oils 
after running completely out of 
stock and intends to fly in a shi- 
pment as soon as possible, the sou- 
rces said. 

The sources said the shortages 
should not affect Nigeria's ability 


to produce its quota this month, 
with most companies having eno- 
ugh stocks left to switch pro- 
duction around. 

But now spare parts had joined 
the list of serious concerns the 
producers have, with many ins- 
tances being reported of the last 
new pieces being taken off the 
stock shelves and fitted. 

“We are living a hand to mouth 
existence.” one source said. “We 
are going to have to start can- 
nibalising soon. I don’t think it 
(production) will come to a halt 
but it’s very worrying.” 

The sources said the fears were 
that a breakdown would be irr- 
eparable and there was particular 
concern about pumping mac- 
hinery for loading tankers. 

Any breakdown there would 
close down a line for export and in 
turn would force a production cut 
because of the low storage cap- 
acity in the country, the sources 
said. 


WASHINGTON (R) — U.S. retail sales fell by 2.2 
per cent in March, the steepest monthly drop in over 
a decade which suggests that the pace of economic 
growth has eased. 

The news Thursday from the recovered its losses. 

Commerce Department was wel- The March drop m sales was the 

corned by Reagan administration largest since they went down 2.4 
officials. “The decline should be per cent in December. 1973. 
helpful in terms of taking the pre- Retail buying activity was also 
ssure off interest rales." White off in February, down "by 0.R per 
House spokesman Mr. Marlin Fit- cent from January, 
zwater said. “This is clearly a signal that con- 

And it should offer a bit of relief sumer spending is slowing.” said 
to economists and investors on Mr. Robert Wescott of the Wha- 
WaU Street who feared that the non Econometric Forecasting 
economy was expanding dan- Associates in Pennsylvania, 
gerously fast. Mr. Fhzwater said. Despite the two consecutive 
The economy appears to be set- . monthly declines, the volume of 
tling down to a more sustainable ' sales during the first quaner of the 
growth rate that will “ hopefully year was 3.4 per cent greater than 
spur some declines” in interest in the preceding three-month per- 
rates, he said. iod and 13.4 per cent over the first 

The unexpectedly sharp dow- quaner of last year, 
nturn in sales was partly due to Jn Dallas, President Reagan 
bitter, late-winter storms that said Thursday the current rise in 
whipped across the country. U.S. interest rates will be short- 
The U.S. dollar dipped for a lived and predicted that the cost of 
time on financial ipttricets in New borrowing will fall again this 
York and Europe Thursday after summer. 

the news because of the thought' *»i think before the summer is 
that funher rises in U.S. interest 0 ver we're going to see some int- 
rates might not be necessary to erest rates begin to come down.” 
keep inflation in check- But it later Mr, Reagan told a group of con- 


Egypt lifts 
oil exports 

CAIRO (R) — Egypt is exporting 
an average of 23,000 barrels per 
day (b/d) of crude oil from a new 
field in the Gulf of Suez. Vice cha- 
irman for oil products at the Egy- 
ptian General Petroleum Cor- 
poration told Reuters Thursday 
.the Zeit Bay field was “the most 
important oQ discovery in Egypt in 
the past three years.” Production 
at Zeit Bay. which began last Dec- 
ember. is expected to reach 

45.000 b/d by the end of the year 
and up to 80.000 b/d at its peak, he 
said. Zeit Bay would help boost 
Egypt’s total crude oil production 
from 800.000 b/d to an average of 

830.000 h/d in the 1984-85 fiscal 
year starting in July. Crude oil is 
Egypt's chief export commodity. 


struction workers during a tour of 
a building site here. 

Later, talking with housing ind- 
ustry representatives, he repeated 
his forecast after being warned by 

the group that the housing rec- 
overy would be aborted if interest 
rates went much higher. 

The recent rise in rates thr- 
eatens Mr. Reagan's strategy of 
making economic recovery and 
lower interest rates one of the 
dominant themes of his re- 
election campaign. ■ 

Thursday he blamed the rise on 
fears that faster than anticipated 
economic growth in the first qua- 
rter of this year would cause a new 
surge in inflation. 

Commenting on the report that 
retail sales fell in March he said it 
shows “this is a sustainable exp- 
ansion. not just a quick fix and a 
splurge” and will not produce new 
inflation. 

He also repeated his call on the 
Federal Reserve Board to allow 
enough money into the economy 
to sustain the expansion. 

He said one of the keys to red- 
ucing interest rates is liquidity to 
finance economic growth while 
maintaining long-term price sta- 
bility.” 


LONDON STOCK MARKET 


LONDON (R) — Shares moved off the higher levels on profit- 
taking. having risen initially in line with the sharp overnight 
advance ori Wall Street, dealers said. At 1500 Friday the F.T. 30 
index was up 7.4 to 896.0 compared with 899.9 at 100. 

Glaxo ended 17p up at 865 after 870. BTR was up 8p at 487 
after 491 but ICI retained a lOp rise at 604. 

Government bonds gave up initial 1 / \ point gains to close up to 
7/16 point lower ahead of the "tap” issue of two tranches of 
treasury three per cent stock. £100 million for 1986 and £150 
million for 1987. 

North Americans were higher and gold shares mostly firmer. 

Oils were firm on overnight news of renewed fighting in the 
Iraq-Iran conflict, dealers said. B.P. rose 14p to 505 as did Shell to 
645 while Lasmo was up lOp to 345. 

Among steady banks Natwest firmed 8p to 672 and Lloyds 7p 
to 629 but Midland eased a further 5p to 364 on Thursday’s news 
of its U.S. subsidiary Crocker National Corp's $120.8 million first 
quarter loss. 

Insurances were mixed with Hambro Life down 7p at 433 
reacting to its gain on the charterhouse J. Rothschild stake, while 
Prudential added 7p to 490. 

Pleasurama ended 13p lower at 353 on news Grand Met is to 
sell its holding in the company. Grand Met rose 2p to 340. 


Copenhagen saves project Enka doubles profits 


COPENHAGEN (R) — The Danish government has agreed to put 
up $500 million to save its trembled North Sea natural gas project 
from bankruptcy, government officials said Thursday. 

The project, designed to cut Denmark’s oil import bill, was ori- 
ginally intended to break even in 1987. 

But a slump in energy demand, falling gas prices and high interest 
costs on loans mean the scheme is now officially expected to incur a 
4.7 billion crown deficit by the year 2005. 

An official auditor's report recently blamed bad management and 
lack of planning for the problems of the project, which is run by the 
state-owned energy firm Dansk OJie Og Naturgas. 


ISTANBUL (R) — A leading 
Turkish contracting, industrial 
and trading group. Enka Holding 
Yatirim A.S., said Thursday its 
pre-tax profits more than doubled 
in 1983 and revenues rose 95 per 
cent. 

Pre-tax profit rose to 1 .1 . billion 
($3.36 million) from 441 .6 million 
lira ($ 1 35 million) in 1 982. while 
revenues increased to 244 billion 
lira ($746.2 million) it said m its 
1 983 annual report. 

The report said its contracting 
division, providing 41 per cent of 
earnings, had $1 .95 billion of con- 
tracts in hand, $290 million of 
which were in Turkey. 



It said 52 per cent of the group’s 
foreign contracts were in- Libya, 
with Saudi Arabia next in imp- 
ortance with 36 per cent and the 
remainder in Iran and Iraq. 

A further $232 million of Saudi 
Arabian contracts were to be sig- 
ned this year. 

It said the company obtained 
more than $500 million in loans 
from foreign banks last year. 

Exports of the the group's 
major trading company, Enka 
Pazarlama Ithalat ve Ihracat A.S.. 
realised $312.4 million in 1983. 
against $198 million in 1982. mak- 
ing it the largest exporting com- 
pany in Turkey. 


LONDON EXCHANGE RATES 


LONDON (R) — Following are the buying and selling rates for 
leading world currencies and gold against the dollar at midday on 
the London foreign exchange and bullion markets Friday. 


One sterling 
One U.S. dollar 


One ounce of gold 


1.4315/25 

12774/77 

2.6165/75 

2.9525/35 

2.1715/25 

53.54/57 

8.0550(0600 

1622.50/1623.50 

224.10/20 

7.7800/50 

7.5425/75 

9.6150/6200 

379.80/380.30 


U.S. dollars 
Canadian dollars 
West German marks 
Dutch guilders 
Swiss francs 
Belgian francs 
French francs 
Italian lire 
Japanese yen 
Swedish crowns 
Norwegian crowns 
Danish crowns 
U.S. dollars 


THAT'S FOR SWINGING AT 
A PITCH THAT UIA5 5IX 
FEET OVER VOUR HEAP' 



WHAT PIP YOU OTHER 
GUYS P0 WRONG ?, 



I MI55EP 
AN EASY 
FLY / 
BALL 1 




\ / I SLEPT 
THROUGH 
MEjTHETWRP 
TOO^INNING j 


mmm 



THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
0 by Henri Arnold and Bob Lee 


Mutt ‘n’ Jeff 


Unscramble these tour Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to form 
four ordinary words. 





Andy Capp 


Now arrange the circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


Print answer here: 


Yesterday's 


(Answers tomorrow) 

Jumbles: CHALK THYME LAYOFF DETAIN 
Answer Skiing Is a wintertime sport often learned 
thus — IN THE “FALL" 



V. W. omits dividend 

WOLFSBURG. West Germany (R) — Volkswagen (V.W.). West 
Germany’s biggest carmaker, announced Thursday it was omitting a 
dividend to shareholders for the second year running. The decision 
reflects group net losses in each of the last two years of about 300 
million marks ($115 million). Though the market leader in Wcsr 
Germany. V.W. saw its share of new-car registrations drop 2.2 per 
cent last year to 21 .3 per cent. It expected to boost its worldwide 
vehicle output slightly to 2.1 2 million. Chief executive Mr. Carl Hahn 
has pinned the company's hopes for recovery on its Golf mark II 
which was unveiled in West Germany last autumn but is launched in 
the United States only this year. He recently predicted that 1984 
would be a turning point for V.W. earnings. Losses in South America 
would be halved and demand would pick up in West Germany and 
North America. Thursday’s brief statement said extensive risk pro- 
visions, especially for Latin American operations, and high costs 
linke d to new models burdened last year's performance markedly. 

FORECAST FPU SATURDAY, APBIL 14, 1984 

T TTYOUB DAILY 

Horoscope 

from the Carroll Rlghtar Institute 1 

GENERAL TENDENCIES: A day when coming to 
an agreement with those yoiTregard as your partners 
and associates can occur if you go along with conditions 
as they unfold. 

ARIES (Mar. 21 to Apr. 19) Your associates are very 
important to you and you can now come to a fine agree- 
ment, provided you don't get into any outside 
operations. 

TAURUS (Apr. 20 to May 20) Study the work at hand 
and use the newest mechanisms so that you can save 
time and energy. 

GEMINI (May 21 to June 21) Delve into inexpensive 
entertainment only and have a good time. Use good 
judgment in dealing with your mate. 

MOON CHILDREN (June 22 to Jul. 21) Some 
changes at home could prove costly so think twice about 
making them. Entertain there in the evening. 

LEO (JuL 22 to Aug. 21) You may find it difficult to 
get work done today, but use care and all works out well. 

A co-worker has an idea that is not good for you. 

VIRGO (Aug. 22 to Sept. 22) Forget the financial for 
now and get repairs done that are necessary and have 
more order around you. 

LIBRA (Sept. 23 to Oct. 22) Your judgment about 
some fundamental affair is not apt to be good today, so j 

get ideas and advice from others. 

SCORPIO (Oct. 23 to Nov. 21) You are anxious to gain 
data you need but cannot do so now. It is important that 
you are very kind with your mate. 

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22 to Dec. 21) Not a good day 
for handling monetary matters but fine for gaining per- 
sonal aims, if you go after them. Enjoy good friends. 

CAPRICORN (Dec 22 to Jan. 20) Listen to the ad- 
vice of experts today since your own judgment is not 
up to par. Attend some fine social event in the evening. 

AQUARIUS (Jan. 21 to Feb. 19)New ideas come to 
your attention, but study them well before accepting. 

Don’t let a private anxiety slow you down. 

PISCES (Feb. 20 to Mar. 20) Your hunches are not 
good now so use your good judgment in whatever may 
turn up unexpectedly. 

IF YOUR CHILD IS BORN TODAY ... he or she will 
be one who will want own way at all times and should 
be taught early to consider the rights and feelings of 
others if the big success possible in this chart is to be 
realized. Then the life will flow naturally. 

* * * 

"The Stars impel; they do not compel." What you 
make of your life is largely up to you! 

■& 1984, The McN aught Syndicate, Inc. 


THE Daily Crossword^s^ix.^ 


ACROSS 
1 Woven band 
6 — accompli 

10 Forman 
only 

14 Lavin or 
Evans 

15 Artifice 

16 Spiral 

17 Western 

18 Heraldic 
wreath 

19 Scratch out 

20 Complete 
victory 

22 Forearm 
bone 

23 Heating 
lamp 

24 Logo 

26 Gaudy and 
cheap 


30 Connection 

32 Beige 

33 Mortgage 
35 Educational 

aide 

39 Automobile 
frame 

41 Below cost 

43 Seven: 
comb, form 

44 Bank deal 

46 Cheat 

47 Bond 
49 Fondue 

Ingredient . 
51 Hunting 
party 

54 Overwhelm 
by means of 
amusement 
56 Kind of 
sauce 


Yesterday's Puzzle Solved: 


QDQB naanf! 0000] 
□ass 00000 nnna 
naanHnannananrani 
Dnonn 000130 000 

□□□ 0HUO000] 

□0000(900 nan 
□nun nano 00000 
anna 000011 000a 

000QQ 0000 0000 
0O0 00000000 
0000000 000 
000 Q0000 0O000 
□□□□□□□oonaaaaa 

D000 0OO00 0300 
□000 00000 O0O0 


57 Form of 
lottery 

63 Homswoggle 

64 Lampblack 

65 Firm 

66 Woodwind 

67 In — 

(bored 

by routine) 

68 Chimp 

69 Stain 

70 Not SO 
much 

71 Splny- 
flnned fish 

DOWN 

1 Political ' 
faction 

2 Oman money 

3 Before: 
pref. 

4 Brainchild 

5 Needle 
worker 

6 Scowl 

7 Golden 

8 Dot of 
land 

9 Abode for 
Minnehaha 

10 Surgeon's 
aide 

11 — intents 
and pur- 
poses 

12 Fr. river 

13 Sparide 

21 Phonograph 
needles 


25 Yogi's 
glove 

26 Georgia — 

27 Yearn 

28 — up 
(conclude) 

29 Book cover 

31 Early 

Peruvian 

34 Skerry 

36 Gate 
receipts 

37 Elevator 
pioneer 

38 Lacoste 
of tennis 

40 Eur.coal 
region 

42 Remove 
the lid 

45 Bony 

48 Prayer book 

50 Minty aro- 
matic herb 

51 Wooden 
shoe 

52 Courtroom 
plea 

53 Criminal 

55 Riga 

inhabitants 

58 Endured 

59 Bullring 
participant 

60 Shaped like 
awing 

61 Chess 
piece 

62 On tenter- 
hooks 
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Supreme Soviet; session 


clarifies Kremlin positions 


MOSCOW (R) — A two-day session of the Supreme 
Soviet (parliament) which ended Thursday has given 
some clear indications of the way the Kremlin is 
working since the death of Yuri Andropov in Feb- 
ruary. 


Konstantin Chernenko, 72, 
who succeeded Mr. Andropov as 
party leader, was unanimously 
elected to the ceremonial title of 
head of state, confirming that this 
practice was now policy. 

. At the same time the man tho- 
ught to be Mr. Andropov’s own 
favoured successor. Mikhail Gor- 
bachev, showed all the signs of 
having emerged as Mr. Che- 
rnenko’ s heir-apparent. Western 
diplomats said. 

The 53 -year-old Mr. Gor- 
bachev proposed Mr. Chernenko 
for the presidential office, ful- 
filling a function that usually falls 


to the Kremlin number two man. 

He said the title carried weight - 
in the international arena, lent 
authority to the pronouncements 
of the country's leader, and sho- 
wed tbe unity of party and state. 

On Wednesday tbe parliament, 
which was meeting in an inaugural 
session after March 4 elections, 
appointed Mr. Gorbachev himself 
to head an important foreign pol- 
icy commission, a position pre- 
viously held by Mr. Chernenko. 

Senior Western Kremlin- 
watchers said this indicated that 
Mr. Gorbachev, the youngest 
member of the politburo, had 


Tanzania mourns death of 
Prime Minister Sokoine 


DAR ES SALAAM (R) — Tan- 
zania Friday mourned President 
Julius Nyerere’s political heir- 
apparent, Prime Minister Edward 
Sokoine, 46. who died in a car 
'crash Thursday. 

Radio Tanzania played only 
foneral music after a news bulletin 
devoted entirely to the death of 
Mr. Sokoine whose car hit a sta- 
tionary vehicle as he drove back 
from the country’s administrative' 
capital Dodoma to Dar E» Sal- 
aam. 

Flags were lowered to half-mast 
as the country began two weeks of 
mourning for the man who had 
.been expected to succeed Mr. 


Nyerere as president. 

Mr. Nyerere has been talking ! 
increasingly of retiring after lea- 
ding the country since ind- 
ependence from Britain in 1961. 
Informed sources said the man 
now mostly likely to succeed him 
was former Prime Minister Ras- 
hidi Kawawa. 

Mr. Kawawa is at present the 
Secretary-General of Tanzania's 
only legal political group, the rul- 
ing Revolutionary Party. 

Mr. Sokoine had been in office 
since February last year. He was 
first prime minister from 1977 to 
1 1980 but resigned because of ill 
health. 


U.S., Soviet negotiators 
clash over space weapons 


GENEVA (R) — United States 
and Soviet delegates to the Gen- 
eva Disarmament Conference cla- 
shed Thursday over weapons in 
space. 

• The Soviet side accused Was- 
hington of blocking progress on a 
treaty covering such weapons, 
while the U.S. said Moscow’ s mot- 
ives were aimed simply at keeping 
its advantage in tbe Geld. 


the past decade, had the world's 
only operational satellite killer 


systerm. 

“Now, having established this 
military advantage in space, for 
the Soviet Union to propose a 
moratorium on the testing of such 
systems strikes my delegation as 
monumental cynicism." he said. ■ 


Chief U.S. negotiator Louis Fie- 
lds told the 40-nation conference 
that substantive negotiations on 
preventing an arms race in space 
could not begin until areas of neg- 
otiation and the issues involved 
were defined. 


He added: “The conference's 
work has been held up by those 
who persistently strive to impose 
preconditions on our discussions.” 
Mr. Fields said Moscow had 
been testing anii-sarellite (ASAT) 
weapons for a dozen years and, for 


The Soviet call for a ban on 
ASAT weapons testing was made 
“practically on the eve'' of the first 
U.S. test of a system designed to 
counterbalance the iong-held Sov- 
iet advantage, Mr. Fields added. 

Moscow’s chief delegate, Vik- 
tor Issraelyan, denied the Soviet 
Union had a lead in space wea- 
pons. He said the U.S. had been 
testing statellite-kUler weapons 
since the 1960s. 

In his reply, he described Mr. 
Fields! 1 address as “one more att- 
empt to camouflage the reluctance 
of the United States to prevent an 
arms race in outer space." 


GOREN BRIDGE 


BY CHARLES GOBEH 


£>1983 Trtbwie Company Syndtcata. Inc. 


EACH TRICK IN ITS TIME 


vulnerable. North 


NORTH 
4 KQ732 
?Q1054 
0 A54 ' 

*9 


WEST EAST 
♦ J 984 4 A 105 

< 5 ? Void ^ A 83 

OJ7G2 OKQ1093 
4Q10643 4KJ 
SOUTH 
♦ 6 

*7 K J9762 
0 8 

4 A8752 
The bidding: 

North East Sooth West 
14 30 3<7 40 

4 *5? Pass Pass Pass 


Opening lead: Two of O . 


Even simple hands require 
a modicum of core. At the; 
bridge table, pessimists 
make money. 

East's jump overcail show- 
ed the values for at least a 
sound opening bid. West's 
raise was justified because of 
his distributional values, but 
East elected to go no further 
because his hand was better 
suited to - defense than 
offense. ‘ . 

West Jed . a diamond and 
declarer won in dumray- 
Thoughtless play now would 
lead to defeat. Suppose, for 
example, that declarer were 
to lead a trump. East follows | 


low and the jack wins. When 
West shows out, declarer 
abandons trumps and leads a 
spade to the king and ace. 
East now plays ace of hearts 
and another and, because of 
the bad club break, declarer 
can make no more than nine 
'tricks — a spade, a ruff and 
Xbe ace or diamonds on the 
table, and five trumps and 
the ace of clubs in hand. 

The careful declarer has no 
problem making the hand — 
with an overtrick to boot. It 
takes nothing more than 
sound technique. 

After winning the ace of 
diamonds, declarer simply 
leads the king of spades from 
dummy at trick two. East 
wins the ace, but declarer is a 
tempo ahead and no defense 
harms him. 

Suppose East returns a 
diamond. Declarer ruffs, 
cashes the ace of dubs and 
ruffs a dub. He discards a 
club on the queen of spades 
and ruffs another diamond. 
Then comes a club ruffed 
high ift i the table. East can 
overruff or not, as he pleases, 
but the defenders cannot get 
any more than their two 
major suit aces. 

The secret is simple — 
don’t touch trumps if you in- 
tend to ruff in one hand or 
the other. But show the hand 
to your friends and see how 
many start with a trump at 
trick two. 


been appointed in charge of ide- 
ology, the fief held by Mr. And- 
ropov on his road to the top, and 
by tbe late Mikhail Suslov, for 
many years a key Kremlin figure. 

Smiling, joking and self- 
possessed throughout the two 
days of the parliamentary session, 
Mr. Gorbachev had the air of a 
man well aware that if he had to 
wait five years for the top job, he 
would still be young enough to 
dispel the image of the Kremlin as 
a gerontocracy. 

The old men nevertheless sho- 
wed no signs of relinquishing 
power. Prime Minister Nikolai 
Tikhonov, 78, looked fit and alert 
as he formally offered his gov- 
ernment's resignation, due bec- 
ause of tbe new parliament, and 
immediately accepted the job 
affiin and nominated an almost 
unaltered team of ministers. 

Tbe other two senior members 
of tbe politburo. Defence Minister 



House demands halt of U.S. role 


in mining Nicaraguan harbours 


Konstantin Chernenko 


Dmitry Ustinov, 75, and Foreign 
Minister Andrei Gromyko, 74, 
who bas held his job since 1957, 
were both confirmed in their jobs. 

On Thursday the Supreme Sov- 
iet enacted its most significant 
piece of legislation, approving a 
reform of the country’s edu- 
cational system broadly aimed at 
fostering technology while pre- 
serving Communist ideology} 

The reform project was lau- 
nched under Mr. Andropov and 
its implementation is one ind- 
ication that the critical attitude 
which flourished in his brief 15 
months in power has not been jet- 
tisoned. 


Camerounian Republican 
Guard command dissolved 


YAOUNDE (R) — Camera un 
President Paul Biya has dissolved 
the command of his Republican 
Guard after some of its members 
tried unsuccessfully to oust him 
last week. 

A presidential decree signed 
two days ago and published Thu- 
rsday said the guard, a par- 
amilitary force charged with Mr. 
Biya's protection, would now rep- 
ort to tiie National Gendarmerie. 

The decree also said that equ- 
ipment of Camera un’s armed tro- 
ops and artillery section would be 
moved to the army's regimental 
headquarters in the capital. Yao- 


unde. 

Responsibility for the equ- 
ipment of Cameroun's infantry 
and cavalry has been placed under 
the National Gendarmerie. 

The Presidential Palace will in 
future be guarded by men from 
the army headquarters. Other 
presidential residences will be 
protected by “competent legions 
of tbe Gendarmerie,” the decree 
said. 

The coup attempt was staged by 
dissident members of tbe Rep- 
ublican Guard. At least 90 of them 
died in fighting which ended on 
Tuesday night in the capital. 


WASHINGTON (R) — An angry 
U.S. House of Representatives 
has joined the Sedate in dem- 
anding that the Reagan adm- 
inistratioQ must bait any U.S. role 
in mining Nicaraguan ports. 

The House voted 281-111 Thu- 
rsday that it was the “sense of 
Congress” that no U.S. funds sho- 
uld be used “for tie purpose of 
p lanning, directing, executing or 
supporting tbe mining of tbe ports 
or territorial waters of Nic- 
aragua.” 

The resolution is not binding on 
the White House. But coupled 
with the Senate’s passage of a sim- 
ilar resolution by an ove- 
rwhelming 84-12 vote on Tuesday 
night, it represented the harshest 
repudiation yet by Congress of 
. President Reagan’s policies in 
Central America. 

Deputy Secretary of State Ken- 
neth Dam was quoted as telling 
. congressmen on Wednesday the 
mining had stopped. But some 
congressmen said they had not 
received adequate assurances that 
it would not be resumed. 

Nicaragua has repeatedly cla- 
imed that the U.S. Central Int- 
elligence Agency (CIA) directed 
or helped in the mine-laying. The 
United States has not admitted 
this, although officials privately 
acknowledge the CIA role. 

Several congressmen said the 
resolution could be a forerunner, 
of a refusal by Congress to provide 


any more aid for Nicaraguan gue- 
rrillas fighting against tbe leftist 
Managua government. 

The State Department bad no 
comment on a statement Thu- 
rsday by Nicaragua that it was 
being attacked by rebel groups in a 
major two-pronged assault. 

Nicaraguan mili tary leaders in 
Managua told a news conference 
that the country was under mass 
attack by 8.000 CIA-backed ins- 
urgents from neighbouring Hon- 
duras. 

U.S. ambassador to the United 
Nations Jeane ^Kirkpatrick : acc- 
used Nicaragua earlier in Was- 
hington of “a continuing, det- 
ermined armed attack against its 
neighbours” and said those cou- 
ntries had a right to act in self- 
defence. 

“As of this time, there is not a 
scintilla of evidence to suggest that 
any of Nicaragua's activities aga- 
inst its neighbours have ceased," 
she said. “To portray Nicaragua as 
a victim ... is a complete Orwellian 
inversion of what is actually hap- 
pening." 

Mrs. Kirkpatrick addressed two 
leading groups of international 
lawyers in. what officials called a 
major statement of tbe adm- 
inistration's position on events in 
Central America. 

The administration has accused 
Nicaragua of exporting leftist rev- 
olution and Soviet Bloc arms to 
anti-government guerrillas in 


other areas of Central America. 

While U.S. aid toanti-Sandmist. 
guerrillas in Nicaragua is In jeo- 
pardy, Democratic leaders in the 
House hinted Thursday military 
aid for El Salvador, where the 
U.S.-backed government is eng- 
aged in a war against leftist, rebels. 

President Reagan bad sought' 
$92. million for El. Salvador. The 
Senate earlier approved $61.7 
millio n, but the House balked at 
the figure. 

Congressional leaders were 
awai ting word from the White 
House whether the president 
-would accept the House offer. 

House Democrats said the sma- 
ller figure was all they would allow 
now and Mr. Reagan risked ano- 
ther row with Congress if he exc- 
eeded the limit. 

The House Judiciary Com- 
mittee has asked Attorney Gen- 
eral William French Smith to app- 
oint a special prosecutor to "inv- 
estigate and if necessary prosecute 
possible violations of the neu- 
trality act by administration off- 
icials in their conduct of the covert 
war against Nicaragua.” 

House Democrats engaged in 
angry debate over U.S. inv- 
olvement in the mining. James 
Shannon of Massachusetts called 
it a terrorist act 

“ We are not Iran,” he said. “We. 
are better than that. We should 
stand for values around the 
world." 



PoBcewoman wins 
sex-case Battle 


Punjab celebrates festival amid violent 


Nixon says J.F. Kennedy 
ran ‘ imperial presidency 


NEW YORK (R) — Richard 
Nixon says President John F. 
Kennedy ran a ruthless "imperial 
presidency" that allowed wiretaps 
for questionable purposes — inc- 
luding bugging the phone of a rep- 
oner working on a book on Mar- 
ilyn Monroe. 

Mr. Nixon, in an interview to be 
shown on CBS television on Sun- 
day, described the Kennedy pol- 
itical operation as “ruthless. 
They'd do anything to win. They 
played hardball." 

In tbe interview with ex-aide 
Frank Gannon, he also says he 
wished he had stopped Spiro 
Agnew from resigning as his vice 
president in 1 973 as a result of a 
political bribery scandal. 

Mr. Gannon asked Mr. Nixon if 
he thought he bad run an “imp- 
erial presidency’’ and the former- 
president replied: 

“I would say the Kennedy pre-. 
sidency is the one that qualifies as 
tbe imperial presidency more than 
any other. They really knew how 
to use power and use it rut- 
hlessly.” 


AMRITSAR (Agencies) — Pol- 
ice and paramilitary troops pat- 
rolled tbe streets of this Sikh holy 
city on a major festival Friday, 
while scattered violence was rep- 
orted in other parts of strife-torn 
Punjab state. 

Thousands of Sikhs thronged to 
the historic Golden Temple here 
to pray and take a dip in its holy 
pond on the occasion of Baisakhi 
an ancient harvest festival obs- 
erved by both Sikhs and Hindus. 

It was on a Baisakhi day in the 
17th-century that the last Sikh 
Guru, Guru Gobind Singh fou- 
nded the holy order “khalsa.” 

Guru Gobind Singh introduced 
tbe Sikhs’ pride in marital prowess 
and the obligatory wearing of a 
Kirpan or dagger at all times. 

On Friday, about 1,000 troops 
of tbe Border Security Force aqd 
Punjab Armed Police were sta- 
tioned along a six-kilometre route 
of a Sikh procession scheduled 


later in tbe day. 

Hare hand Singh LongowaL, the 
top Sikh political leader, earlier 
urged Sikh villagers to march to 
Amritsar on Baisakhi to protest 
the killing of eight Sikhs by par- 
amilitary police during a riot here 
April 3. 

Suspected Sikh terrorists, mea- 
nwhile, shot and wounded an uni- 
dentified man 100 kilometres 
south of Amritsar, state police 
said. The assailants escaped in a 
car. 

In another incident, five Sikh 
gunmen robbed passengers abo- 
ard a train and then fled after hal- 
ting the train near Amritsar, the 
police control room said. The 
amount taken was not imm- 
ediately known.. 

The situation was reported 
tense in the city of Patiala where* 
authorities earlier ordered a 
dusk-to-dawn curfew after vio- 
lence erupted during the funeral 


of an assassinated Hindu. 

On Thursday, Sikh terrorists 
assassinated the editor of a pro- 
Chinese Communist news mag- 
azine in Amritsar. The victim, 
. Sukhraj Singh was a Sikh. 


Punjab has been shaken by a 
Sikh agitation demanding more 
political and religious concessions 
from Prime Minuter Indira Gan- 
dhi’s government 
Nearly 400 people have been 
slain by Sikh extremists in the past 
three years in the Sikh-dominated 
northern Indian state. - 


Friday was also the anniversary 
of one of tbe major turning points 


in India's struggle for ind- 
ependence from Britain. 


epen deuce from Britain. 

On April 13, 1919. about 400 
Sikhs and Hindus were mown 
down by -British troops under the 
command of General Reginald 
Dwyer during a protest meeting 
near the Golden Temple. 


Hart seeks new approach after Pennsylvania 


Richard Nixon 


Mr. Nixon charged that Pre- 
sident Kennedy through his bro- 
ther, then Attorney General Rob- 
ert Kennedy, ordered the highest 
number of wiretaps of any adm- 
inistration and used them “for 
what I would say were que- 
stionable national security pur- 
poses.” 

. He added: “For example, they 
wiretapped one reporter that they 
found was writing a book on Mar- 
ilyn Monroe that might have some 
derogatory comments about the 
Kennedys in them.” 


Mr. Nixon, who resigned as a 
result of the Watergate scandal, 
said some wiretaps during his 
terms should not have been made 
but he said at least there was jus-, 
tification for them. 

Mr. Nixon described Kennedy 
as a suave debonaire man who was 
very tough. “He was a Stevenson 
with bails,” he said, referring to 
Adlai Stevenson, a Democratic 
presidential candidate often called 
a political gentleman. 

Mr. Agnew got a “bum rap" 
(raw deal) because what he was 
accused of occurred before he 
became vice-president, Mr. Nixon 
said. Mr. Agnew after resigning 
pleaded no contest to charges that, 
he received payments from con- 
tractors while governor of Mar- 
yland. 

“With tbe problems I had at 
that particular time there was not- 
hing 1 could do for him. I only wish 
1 had been stronger. If I had been, 
I would have stopped him,” he 
said. 


PHILADELPHIA (R) — Walter 
Mon dale’s campaign strategists 
think he has found the right style 
to clinch the Democratic pre- 
sidential nomination while his flo- 
undering rival Gary Hart searches 
for “new ideas” to revive his for- 
tunes. 


Despite Mr. Mondale’s imp- 
ressive victory in Tuesday’s Pen- 
nsylvania primary election, both 
sides agree toe name tor the nom- 
ination is far from over. 

The fight now heads into Hart 
country — the south, southwest 
and west 


After an initial flourish. Sen. 
Hart has slipped badly, losing 
primaries to the former vice- 
president in the major states of 
Illinois, New York and Pen- 
nsylvania. Sen. Han’s campaign 
manager, Oliver Henkel said tbe 
Colorado senator would become 
more aggressive on tbe campaign 
trail, going after Mr. Mondale 
with a new “give ‘era bell Gary” 
fervour. 


But Mr. Mondale goes into the 
final leg of the campaign with 
more than 1 ,000 of the 1-.967 del- 
egates needed to win the nom- 
ination at July's Democratic Con- 
vention and with the momentum 
in tbe campaign clearly on his side. 


Sen. Han spokesman David 
Landau said: “We need to be 
more aggressive. It is clear from 
polling data that Gary’s message 
does strike with voters. What we 
need to do is better connect that 
message with Gary.” 


Opinion polls in Pennsylvania 
said many voters found Sen. Han 
vague on issues and too concerned 
with image- They suggested that 


the 47-yearrald senator’s ance- 
bright appeal as a new ideas leader 
in the mould of tbe late John Ken- 
nedy bas lost most its bloom. 

The next major campaign battle 
will be the May 5 caucuses in 
Texas, where Sen. Hart claims 
strength but where Mr. Mondale 
again has the support of a large 
section of the political est- 
ablishment and the trade unions. 

New York Governor Mario' 
Cuomo, a Mondale backer, said 
Wednesday that Sen. Hart “still 
has bis cowboy boots on and they 
could prove to be terrific r unnin g 
shoes.” 

But Mr. " Mondale’s campaign 
chairman, James Johnson, said he 
thought the former vice president 
had now hit his stride as a cam- 
paigner and had found the right 
hard-hitting style to beat Sen. 
Hart. i 


Aquino lawyer says military broke promise 


Brazilians keep momentum of 
direct election campaign 


BRASILIA (R) — BraziTs opp- 
osition kept up the momentum of 
a campaign for the right to vote for 
the president by drawing a crowd 
of over 400,000 demonstrators in 
the Goias state capital of Goiania 
Thursday. 


State Governor Iris Rezende 
Machado of the main opposition 
Democratic Movement Party ens- 
ured a good turnout by ordering 
all shops and factories' to close by 
noon and providing free transport 
for attending tbe rally... 


More than a million people 
marched through Rio de Janeiro 
on Tuesday and the carnival atm- 
osphere there caught hold again in 
Goinia. Bands played beneath 
banners inscribed “I want to vote 
for the president" while the 
good-natured crowd chanted 
“direct elections now." 


lion, making it the biggest ever in 
Brazil. | 

Opposition leaders are con- | 
vinced the growing pressure exe- i 
rted by hundreds of thousands of 
demonstrators will lead them to 
victory in a parliamentary debate 
on April 25 on an amendment to 
change the constitution to allow a 
direct vote for the successor of 
President Joao Figueiredo. 

General Figueiredo, whose 
six-year mandate ends on March 
15, 1985, has made only one con- 
cession in the face of the voc- 
iferous opposition campaign. 

He has said he will send to par- 
liament a constitutional ame- 
ndment to allow direct elections 
but only after his successor takes 
over. 


‘ MANILA (R) — An army officer 
who promised to produce the mis- 
sing common-law wife of the all- 
ged killer of Filipino opposition 
leader Benigno Aquino did not 
keep his word, a lawyer said Fri- 
day. 

Lupino Lazaro, who represents 
the family of the alleged killer, 
Rolando Galman, said the colonel 
did not show up after promising to 
produce; Mr. Caiman's wife Lina 
at the Manila Yacht dub on 
Match 26. 


Members of a commission pro- 
bing Sen. Aquino’s killing believe 
she may have vital information 
about the murder. She has been 
misting since Jan. 29, when she 


was summoned to testify. 

Mr. Lazaro told Reuters that 
Colonel Balbino Diego, charged 
with locating Lina, agreed to bring 
her but went back on his promise. 

The military never said that she 
is in its custody. Lina’s 15- 
year-old daughter, and 11 - 
year-old son told the commission 
she was taken away by four men 
saying Armed Forces Chief of 
Staff General Fabian Ver had cal- 
led her. Gen. Ver has denied that 
he had summoned her. 

Sen. Aquino was shot at Manila 
Airport on Aug. 21 moments after 
returning from voluntary exile. 
The Philippine military has said he 
was killed by Mr. Galman, whom 
they described as a hired gunman 


and Communist rebel Mr. Gal- 
man himself was gunned down 
seconds later. 


After Lina was reported mis- 
sing, the commission chairman, 
retired judge -Cprazon Agrava, 
ordered Defence Minister Juan 
Ponce Enrile to mount a search for 
her in co-ordination with Mr. Laz- 


Mr. Lazaro said CoL Diego had 
given him the impression that he 
could producer Lina wi thin 24 
hours. 

He said although Mr. Enrile had 
■acted on the order, subordinates 
: seemed not to have complied, add- 
ing that he had made a full report 
to Judge Agrava. 


Gunmen kill Filipino deputy mayor 


Other rallies were planned in 
the southern city of Porto Alegre 
Friday and next Monday in Sao 
: Paulo where organisers predict 
the turnout will exceed two mil-, 


Gen. Figueiredo, the fifth pre- 
sident since a bloodless milrtaiy 
coup in 1964, found himself in the 
middle of a confusing incident 
Thursday when one of his lon- 
gtime friends quoted him as saying 
that the direct election campaign 
was his idea. 


MANILA (R) — Three people, 
including a woman deputy mayor, 
were killed when gunmen opened 
fire during an opposition political 
rally in the central Philippines, 
police reported Thursday. 

They said Deputy Mayor Rosita 
Villafuerte was shot in the back of 
the head at Sipocot in Camarines 
Sur Province, about 240 Idl- 
■ometres southeast of Manila. Two 
men were killed and two others 
injured by stray bullets. 

The mayor of a town in Surigao 
Del Sur province on Mindanao 
island in the southern Philippines 


'‘was killed on Sunday in an attack 
also linked to next month's nat- 
ional assembly elections. 


'trouble spots during the election 
period. 


Mrs. Villafuerte' s husband is 
local campaign manager for the 
opposition United Nationalist 
Democratic Organisation- 
(UNIDO) and her brother-in-law 
is seeking re-election to the ass- 
embly as a UNIDO candidate. 


Vicente Santiago, chairman of 
tbe official election commission, 
said the armed forces command 
bad provided a list of 188 towns' 
-and cities considered potential 


He did not identify the areas but 
said tbe military cited them bec- 
ause of “violent incidents due to 
intense political rivalry, the pre- 
sence of lawless elements, inc- 
luding the Communist New Peo- 
ple’s Array, and previous ins- 
tances of harassment of public 
school teachers serving as election 
officers." 


LONDON (R)— A policewoman 
has won a sex-discrimination bat- 
tle against London Police chiefs „ 
who ruled , that she was too pretty - 
to share a patrol car with a married 
policeman. Her family said 25- 
year-old Wendyde Launay would 
return to work with police traffic ( 
teams. Her partnership with a 
male police officer on mobile tra- 
ffic duties was broken up by their 
superior who said she was “too 
pretty and attractive’’ for the job. 
She protested .to an industrial tri- 
bunal which recommended her 
reinstatement. 


Robot named 
cop of the month 


NEW YORK (R) — It was a real 
“no comment” situation Thursday 
.when a robot was named New 
York City’ s cop of the month. The 
Police Department’s only remote/ 
mobile investigation robot won 
the honour and stood mute as pol- 
ice commissioner Benjamin Ward 
read a citation praising it for its 
work. The robot, known as RML 
was cited for its performance last 
January .when, while on loan to 
police in Elmira. New York, it was 
sent rare an apartment to det- 
ermine if a gunman in a hostage 
incident was still alive^ RM1 has a 
remote control television camera 
that can swivel 360 degrees and 
police were able to see that the 
gunman was dead. 
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Navy exempts 
woman cadet 


I WASHINGTON (R) — The U.S. 
Naval Academy Thursday rev- 
ersed an earlier decision and dec- 
ided not to dismiss a woman cadet 
who. refused to make a training 
jump from a 10- metre tower into a 
sw imming pool. Jacqueline Davis, 
22, of Chiraga had been dismissed 
from the academy at Annapolis, 
.Maryland after she refused to 
'jump even though she had been 
coached to try to overcome her 
fear. An academy spokesman said 
. the university’s superintendent 
teversed the decision after a naval 
doctor diagnosed Davis as having 
a medical phobia. Davis had been 
dismissed by the academy just six 
weeks before she would have gra- 
duated and been commissioned. 


Britain urged 
to legalise incest 


LONDON (R) — British law- - • 

makers were urged Thursday to • 
legalise incest between brothers . 
and asters over the age of 21. A ^«2n 'in- 
high-level government advisory ■' J 
committee said Britain's 1908 law *•'*> frr.C 
making any form of incest a crime' 
was” unnecessarily cruel”. Bui it. - 
said the offence of incest in which ■ 
parents were involved should be . 
extended to adoptive sons and - ; 
daughters and not just blood rel- . • . 
atives as at present. The proposal 
is likely to cause controversy in 
Britain, where incest remains one 
of tbe last taboos of an otherwise 
permissive society. The com- . " 
mittee, headed by Lord Justice Sir _ ' 
Frederick Lawton, a senior appeal ■ . ' 
court judge, was set up by the gov- 
ernment to consider whether, sex 
offences laws needed revision. 


Publisher sues ^ Pmu- 
former Lennon aide ^ R 


NEW YORK (R) — A New York ; ; 
publisher accused a former per- 
sonal aide to Beatle John Lennon 
Thursday of using diaries stolen 
. from the late pop star in a man - * : : 

. uscript submitted to it for a book 
to be titled Living With Lennon. 

. Simon and Schuster Inc. charged it '*■■■■ 
its lawsuit that Fred Seaman adm- y - 
itted in a criminal case that be 
stole the contents. The publisher -v-. 
demanded the return of $47,500 ‘ \ 
in advances it said it paid to Mr.. V. 
Seaman and to Clover dale Press 
Inc. which had originated the idea . 
of tbe. book and sold it to Simon I 
.and Schuster. Simon ‘and Schuster 
also sought $500,000 each in pun- 
itive damages from Mr. Seaman 
■and Qoverdale Press. The def- : v 
endants have 20 days to answer 
(the charges. ^ - 


Nurse sentenced to r . 
death for 12 killing s ■?? 


RIVERSIDE, California (R) — A 


I Military authorities in Manila 
•later blamed the killing on the 
|New People's Army (NPA) 


psyche healing powers and bel- 
ieved in re-incarnation was sen- 
tenced to death Wednesday for 
• murdering 12 elderly patients with 
overdoses of file heart drug Iid- 
ocaine. Robert Diaz, 44, wascha-i 
iged with the murders after policer 
| had investigated the deaths of 28 
'patients in hospitals near this sou- 
thern. California city. 
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